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QUESTIONS.

NATIVES.
As to Ilospital Treatment af Broome,

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY asked the
Minister for Health:

(1) Is it a fact that the Health Depart-
ment intends closing the Broome Native
Hospital?

(2) Is it the intention of the Medical and
Health Departments to treat native patients
at the Broome General Hospital?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) This matter is reeeiving considera-
tion, but no decision has yet been reached.

(2) Surgical cases are at present dealt
with at the Broome General Hospital, and
would continue to be so treated. Other
cases would be treated at native hospitals.

WATER SUPPLIES.
As to Pressure at Inglewood.

Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Is he aware that water pressure in
the vicinity of Wood-street, Inglewood, is
extremely low and that as a result house-
holders do net obtain sufficient water for
their minimum requirements?

(2) Is any action being taken to relieve
the position?

{3) If the answer to No. 2 is “No,” will
he bave an investigation made with a view
to remedying the position at the earliest
opportunity ¢

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Tt is known that the pressure is low.
(2) Yes.

(3) See answer to Neo. 2.

POULTRY INDUSTRY.
As to Supplies of Bran and Pollard.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Lands: v

(1) Is he aware that the incrense in price
of bran and pollard has placed poultry
farmers in sueh a serious position that they
have no alternative but to reduce drasti-
cally the size of their flocks of birds?

(2} Does he realise that this must in-
evitably result in there being a great short-
age of egg supplies in this State in the
near foture?



{3) What steps, if any, does he intend

o take to help the poultry industry and

|-ai:‘eguard the interests of consumers?

’ The MINISTER replied:
{1) Yes.
} {2} Yes.

{3) Representations have been made to

the Minister for Commerce with & view to
the raising of the export price.

The W.A. Egg Board has plans in hand
to partly alleviate the position,

ROADS.
As to Widening Section of Albany .
: Highway.
Mr. WILD asked the Minister for
Works:

Could he give some indication’ when it is
likely that a further seetion of the Arma-
dale Road from Nicholson Road towards
Gosnells will be widened$

The MINISTER replied:
Not in the near future.

ROAD HAULAGE OF WHEAT.

{a) As to Instructions by Co-operative Bulk
Handling Ltd.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for Trans-
port:

(1) Will he explain. why the handling of
wheat haulage has been given to Bulk
Handling instead of being conducted by the
Transport Board which was originally set
up for that purpose?

{2) Is he aware that instructions have
heen issued by Co-operative Bulk Handling
to the effect that all wheat being carted
from the eountry must be weighed at the
place of leading?

(3) Is he aware that such weighbridges
in the country are only capable of weighing
1 gross weight of 11 tons, and as a result of
this instruction, that large diesel trucks and
trailers eapable of handling up to 20 tons
will be debarred from wheat carting this
season ?

(4) In view of the serious petrol short-
age, does he consider it fair that small
petrol-driven trucks shonld be engaged in
preference to four-wheeled trailers capable
of carrying 7-10 tons and attached to a
liese] truck whieh would use very little more
fuel to hanl the additional load?
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{5) In view of the cutting down of the
petrol ration to all concerned, does he con-
sider that by enforcing this policy that Co-
operative Bulk Handling are belping in
regard to the supplies of petrol, as by this
ediet it means that at least twice or three
times the quantity of petrol will be con-
sumed ¥

(6) Will he havc enquiries made with a
view to correcting this anomaly?
The MINISTER replied:

(1) The handling of wheat haulage by
road was not given over to Co-operative
Bulk Handling and taken away from the

* Transport Board. A license to engage in

the work has to be obtained from the Trans-
port Board, as hefore, if the contractor and
his vehicle somply with the necessary con-
ditions. As Co-operative Bulk Handling
are responsible for the tramsport of the
wheat to ports, however, and 2s this work
last year, in some cases, left much to be
desired, contractors must first obtain the
company's approval for their wvebieles,
while the policing of the work also has been
placed in Co-operative Bulk Handling
Ltd’s hands this year.

(2) As the company is responsible for
delivering all the wheat that is despatehed
from sidings, it has to be weighed both at
the siding and at the point of delivery, just
ag is done on the railways.

(3) T am aware that the weighbridges in
the country are capable of weighing only
limited weights, but this will not debar large
diesel trucks from engaging in wheat cart-
ing. In co-operation with Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd. the owners of these
trucks have devised a means of covering and
sealing them whieh will obviate the need for
wetghing, and so enable these trucks to be
used, provided they otherwise comply with
Transport Board regulations,

(4), (5) and (6) Answered by No. (38).

(b} As to Tupes of Vekicle to be Used.

Mr. WILD (without notice)' asked the
Minister for Transport:

In answering a question earlier t.hls after-
noon ahout the carting of wheat, the
Minister said that diesel trucks will not be
debarred from carting wheat. Does that
include trailers, or did his answer apply to
trucks only?
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The MINISTER replied:

As I indicated in my answer, it is neces-
sary that all wheat transported by toad
should be weighed at the point of loading
and also at the point of destination to
ensure that the same quantity of wheat tbat
is loaded is actually delivered. Some weigh-
bridges in eountry distriets are not capable
of desling with large truecks, and arrange-
ments have been made between Co-operative
Bulk Handling Lid. and the contractors for
the sesling of the tops of the trucks, includ-
ing the trailers, so that they can be used and
will not be debarred becanse they have not
been weighed. My answer eovered both
trucks and trailers.

NORTH-WEST.

As to Jetty at Point Torment.
Hon. A. A, M. COVERLEY: (without
notice) asked the Premier:
Has any decision been reached with ref-
erence to the deep-water jetty at Pt. Tor-
ment, near Derby?

The PREMIER replied:

A decision has been reached, but nothing
is likely to bhe done in the immediate future.
If the hon. member js concerned, as I think
he s, about the future of ihe township of
Derby, I can inform him that there is no
intention of shifting the town.

POTATOES.
As to Busselton Shipment.

Mr. BOVELL (without notiee) asked the
Premier:

{1) Is he aware that the M.V, “Momba”
was booked to load approximately 800 tons
of potatoes grown in the Busselton distriet,
at Bausselton, on the 14th and 15th Deeem-
ber for Adelaide?

(2) Is he further aware that the visit to
Busselton of the M.V. “Momba” has today
been cancelled and that arrangements are
now being made for the 800 tons of
potatoes to be railed to Fremantle for ship-
ment from that port resuliing in—

{2) loss of employment of much needed
work for registered -waterside
workers at Busseliont

{b) Unnecessary use of much needed coal
for locomotive power to haul the
said B00 tons potatoes from Bus-
selton to Fremantlet

»
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(3) Will the Governmenti take immedia
steps to investigate and reetify this anom
lous position?

The PREMIER replied: I was not awa
of this position and I suggest that the ha
member hands the question in for consider:
tion, or has it put on the notice paper.

Mr. Bovell: It will be too late,

The PREMIER : Tmmediate inquiries wi
be made.

TRAMWAYS.
As to Supply of Driving Gears.

Mr. FOX (withoui notice) asked il
Premier:

I understand the Tramway Departmer
placed an order for tramcar driving gea
with an Eastern States irm. The gears i
question have been made in W.A. for il
last seven or eight years by R. Moore
Sons. I also understand that their tender f
the work in question was £185 below thi
of the successful tenderer from the Easter
States. In view of this information, is th
Premier prepared to table papers dealin
with the contract let by the Government 1
the Eastern States firm for the supply «
these tramear driving gears?

The PREMIER replied: I had no know
ledge of this position and I snggest that th
hon. member hands the guestion in and
will have inquiries made in order fo conve
the information to him before the Hons
rises.

RAILWAYS.

As to Port Hedland-Marble Bar Line.

Mr. HEGNEY (without notice) aske
the Minister for Railways: '

Has any decision been arrived at by th
Government in eonnection with the reporte
discontinuanee of the Port Hedland-Marb]

_Bar railway?

The MINISTER replied:
No decision has been arrived at yet.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
As to Defeat of Franchise Proposals.

Hon. A. R. . HAWEKE (without notice
asked the Premier:

Has he any comment to offer regardin,
the arrogant action of a majority of th
members of the Legislative Couneil in kill
ing the Bill to liberalise the franchise fo
that Chamber?
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The PREMIER replied:

Cabinet has not yet had time to consider
the matter, and at this stage I do not wish

to offer any comment.
4

CO-OPERATIVE BULK HANDLING
LTD.

As to Execution of Agreements.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN (without notice)
asked the Minister for Lands:

(1) Have sgreements in connection with
the handing over to Co-operative Bulk
Handling, Ltd. of the State-owned bulk
handling facilities at Bunbury and Fre-
manfle, been executed?

(2} Tf not, why not?
The MINISTER replied:

1 have no knowledge of the.matter, hut I
~hall endeavour to answer the question later
in the sitting.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. Leslie and the Administration Act
Amendment Bill.

Mr. LESLIE: T desire to make a per-
sonal explanation to the House in connec-
tion with the Bill T introduced early in
November to amend the Administration Aet.
I gave the House certain information on
that oecasion that was based upon state-
ments, the anthentieity of which I had no
teason to doubt at the time. Since then I
have obtained further information regard-
ing the statements I made; and I have
reason to believe that what I conveyed to
the House was not in accordance with the
facts, I think it only fair to make the
explanation to the HMouse and express my
regret for misleading members on that,
occasion. I also express my regret to the
two reputable firms whose names I men-
tioned in my remarks on the Bill. Those
firms are Elder Smith & Co. Ltd. and
Elder's Trustee and Agency Co. of South
Australin. ~ I desire to convey to“them my
regrefs respecting what I said. I am sorry
if anything I stated in the course of my
vemarks cast a refleetion mpon those firms,
and in any way veflected upon their reputa-
tions.

(127}

I
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BILL—LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

Leave to Introduce.

TEE MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT (Hon. A. F. Watts—EKatan-
ning {3.13]: I move—

For leave to introduce a Bill for ‘*An Aut
to econsolidate and amend the law relating to
local government; to repeal the Municipal
Corporations Act, 1906-1947, the Road Dis-
tricts Act, 1919-1948, and rertain other Atuts;
and for other purposes incidental therete.'’

1 fee} the House is due for some explanation
as to the reason for such a motion at this
stage of the session. I make no bones about
saying there is no idea of asking the House
to consider the measure this year. As the
result of a conversation I had with- the
Acting Leader of the Qpposition, a sug-

~ gestion of mine appeared agreeable to him

that the ordinary practice of distributing
the printed copies of the Bill only when the
second reading stage was reached might, in
the eircumstances of this ease, be departed
from, and that carly in the New Year print-
ed copies of it should be distributed to
members of this House and of another
place, and subsequently local authori-
ties in order that consideration might be
given to the terms of the measure in the
intervening months between now and when
Parliament re-assembles. By that means,
members would have ar opportunity in the
meantime to diseuss with local authorities,
if deemed necessary, any points of interest,
thereby ‘heing in a far better pbsition to
discuss the measure in Parliament than
otherwise they would have been.

T intend to ask the House to order the
Bill to be printed and to fix the second
reading as an Order of the Day for some
subsequent date. I wilt then arrange to
have the Bill printed as soon as possible
with a view to its distribution-esrly in the
New Year in the way'I have suggested. The
measure is the resalt of deliberations by a
committee set up by the Government in the
early part of this year, which eonsisted of
Mr. W. E. Stockdale, representing the
Road Board Association; Mr. L. R, Latham,
representing the Western Anstralian Loeal
Government Officers’ Association: in the early
stages Mr. MecIver Green, representing the
Local Government Assoeciation of W.A,,
who resigned owing to ill-health and later
his position was taken by Mr. L. Gibbons;
Mr. P. Payne, representing the Country
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Municipal Association; Mr. A. F. White,
auditor and officer of the Loecal Government
Branch, and Mr. D, L. Davidson, the Town
Planning {‘ommissioner, who acted as con-
venor.

In consequence of their deliberations and
after consultation with myself, this measure
has been eompiled after periodical refer-
ences had heen made by local governing
bodies’ associations to the effect that efforts
should be made to consclidate all the Acts
relating to local government in this State.
The Bill will contain a number of new prin-
ciples which are not at present to be found
in local government legislation, and it is
proposed that when copies of the Bill are
distributed in the manner I have indicaied,
they will be accompanied by a memorandum
which might be regarded as a second read-
ing explanation for the henefit of members
and loeal poverning authorities concerning
those particular poeints that are of consid-
erable interest. 1 feel that this suggestion
is likely to result in far easier consideration
of the measure when, as I expeet, it comes
before -the House at some snbsequent time
during next year, snd that it vwill enable
members, soon after the House re-assembles,
to place on the notice paper such amend-
ments as they might have in mind, thus
giving myself and the officers of the Local
Government Department an opportunity to
consider them, so that when the House pro-
ceeds to tackle the measure we shall be able
to make reasenable progress. .

Mr. Needham: Was the Perth City Coun-
cil represented on the committee that you
mentioned ?

The MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT: Originally Mr. MeIver Green,
the Town Clerk of Perth, was the repre-
sentative of the Local Government Associa-
tion. Suhsequently, owing to ill-health, he
resigned and the association appoinied Mr.
L. Gibbhons in his place. These appoint-
ments to the committee were nof made by
me; they were the nominations, at my re-
quest, of the various local governing bodies
and assoeiations. The nominations were
approved hy me and, as members will
realise, they were all excellent men to under-
take the task. They had to consider a
measure comprising between 500 and 600
clanses, although many of the provisions
were to he found in the existing law.
Nevertheless, thev all had to be considered,
and members thus have an indieation of the
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very substantial work which the committee
did. I hope that subsequently Parliament’s
view of it will be that an excellent job was
done hy these persons, with the result that
if the measure, or anything like it, becomes
law, the prestige of loeal governing hodies
in this State will be raised, their work sim-
plified and a number of anomalies and
difficulties removed which have been stressed
by loeal authorities for a long peried of
years, As [ said, I feel the House is en-
titled to this explanation before T ask you,
Sir, to put the motion.

Question put and passed.
Bill introduced and read a first time,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Rodoreda, leave of
absence for the remainder of the session
granted to Mr. Leaby (Hannans) on the
ground of ill-health,

BILL—COUNTRY TOWNS SEWERAGE.
Councills Amendments.

Schedule of eight amendmentis made by
the Couneil now considered.

In Commiltee.
Mr. Hill in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in eharge of the Bill.

No. 1. Ciause 11 (1), page 6—Add at
the end of the subelause a proviso as fol-
lows :— ‘Provided that the Minister shall
not exercise any of such powers in any
sewerage area where the local authority in
whose distriet such sewerage area is situ-
ated is ifself desirous of undertaking such
works.”’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can-
not think that any local governing body
would prefer to finanece and maintain a
sewerage system when the (Government is
prepared to do il. However, 1 cannot see
any objection to sueh a course. There
wonld be no onus whatever on the Govern-
ment to finance such a scheme, although
the Government might da so if a sound
case were submitted to it. I move—-

. That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Cloause 12, paragraph (a), page

6—Insert after the word °‘Minister’’ in
line 36, the words ‘‘and of the loeal

authorities.’’
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
10 objection to this amendment. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 13, page 7—Delete the
words ‘‘on payment of the prescribed fee'’

in lines 12 and 13, and substxtute the words

““free of charge.”’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A simi-
lar provision is contained in other Aets, I
have had a search made, however, and can
find no occasion whatever when it was
found desirable to, impose a fee.
fore raise no objection to the proposal
and move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 4. Clanse 37 (1), page 16—Delete
the word “twenty-four” in line 35, and

substitute the word ‘‘forty.'’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I sub-
mit that the Council’s reason for this al-
teration is not sound. I bave made inquiries
from the.Under Secretary, who informs me
that in no case where the Government has
found the money for a householder has a
period beyond six years been fixed for re-
payment. If there were any real value in
the amendment, I should be pleased to
accept it. Leniency will always be ex-
tended if & good case is submitted.

Mr. Marshali: There is a big difference
between 24 and 40,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
That would give to people well able to pay
the right to wait for ten years before
finalising their obligations. I see no rea-
son for this, and I move— )

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment not agreed to. :

No. 5. Clause 37 (2), page 16—Insert
after the word “snch” in line 37, the word
“lﬁsﬂel'”‘

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If tb!s
amendment were carried, the depariment
would lose the right to make the rate five
and & half per cent, or six per cent. I can-
not, however, see any circumstances where
we would be likely to charge more than five
per ¢ent. The usual rates are three and a
quarter to three and three quarters per ecent.

I there-’
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I have no objection to the amendment. I
move—
That the amendment be ag‘reed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 6. Clause 89, page 35—Insert after
the word “Commonwealth” in line 29, the
words “or State.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment seeks to make the Minister amen-
abla to the State as well as to the Common-
wealth law in connection with the transfer
or conveyance of land. I have no objection
to it. 1 move—

That the amendment be agreetj to.

Question pat and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 7. Clause 93, page 37—Delete the
whole of paragraphs “Thirdly” and
“Fourthly” contained in lines 9 to 37, and
substitute the following—

Thirdly—In payment of all unpaid
moneys owing for rates and taxes and any
costs or other moneys due to or imposed by
the Crown in the right of the State or any
Department, Agency, Instrumentality or
Branch of His Majesty’s Government of the
State including the Government Agency De-
partment of the Roral and Industries Bank
of Western Australia and slso in payment
of all moneys for unpaid rates due to or
imposed by the Munigipal Council or Road
Board and the Local Authority under the
Health Act, 1911-1944 in respect of the land
at the time of the sale.

Provided that where the moneys remain-
ing after the payments provided for firstly
and secondly herein have been made are not
sufficient for the payment in full of all the
rates, taxes and other moneys mentioned
and provided for in this paragraph such
moneys shall be distributed between the
Crown, the Department, the Agency, the
Branck, the Municipa] Council or Road
Board and the Local Health Authority pre
rata with the amounts of their claims re-
spectively.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment was moved in the Council by
the Honorary Minister for Agriculture in
response to an agreement I entered into with
the Aecting Leader of the Opposition. I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
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Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
emendment agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 93, page 37—Inseri after
the word “Provided” in line 38, the word
“also.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
a minor amendment. As there is an earlier
proviso, it is necessary that this shall com-
mence with the words “Provided also.” I
move— '

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions
adopted.

A committee consisting of the Minister
for Works, Mr. Nimmo and Mr. Styants
drew up reasons for not agreeing to amend.
ment No, 1 made by the Couneil.

reported and the report

Reasons adopted and a message aceord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BILL—MILE ACT AMENDMENT.

A\: to Consideration of Cozmczl’
_ln.‘end»wnts

'T'HE MINISTER FOR LANDS {(Hon. L
Thorn—Toodyay) [3456]: Mr. Speaker, I
T move—

That you do now leave the Chair for the
purpose of considering in Committee the
amendiments made by the Legislative Couneil
in the Milk Act Amendment Bill.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[446]: T do not see any reason for yon,
Sir, to leave the Chair at this time. T am
beroming sick and tired of messages coming
here from another place and our debating
them and sending messages back, and then
receiving further messages and debating
them again and appointing committees to
draw up reasons, and sendibg the reasons
back to another plaece, only to have the
legislation laid aside. 1 am going fo en-
deavour fo influence this House to decide
that you should not leave the Chair on this
oeeasion, as I feel your time eould be better
employed in the Chair while members dis-
‘ouss the business that is on the notiee paper.
This ja quite within the Standing Orders,

We have something like 12 mensures on
the notice puper and the Loan and General
Estimates to be dealt with. T think alse
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that the Chairman of Committees would be
better employed in his seat, debating legis-
lation, than in the Chair listening to the
Committee dealing with messoges that come
back from another place. I hope the Honse
will not agree to the Minister’s motion, as
I think the time has long gone past when

- we should discuss any message from another

place, if it is to treat this Assembly as it
has lately. If that is to continue we should
refnse to debate any message from that
place. T hope you will remain in the Chair

.80 that members moy deal with the business

that' appears on the notice paper. T ask
the House again to refuse to carry the
motion,

Question put and passed.

Counecit’s Amendments.
. Schedule of 11 amendments made by the
Couneil now consillered.

In Commitice.
Mr. Perking in. the Chair; the Minpister

for Lands in charge of the Bill,

No. 1—Clause 3: New Section 1], page
2—Dclete paragraph (b) of Subsection (3\
and substitute the following:—

- (b} Is direetly financially interested in
the produetion, transport, supply, treatment
or distribution of milk.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Tt will he remembered that when the Bill
was previously before this Chamber doubt
was expressed hy' different members when
discussing this ¢lanse. I assured the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle that the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture would
consult him with a view to drawing up the
amendments desired on this clouse. This
amendment does away with unnecessary
verbiage.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The amendment
goes further than the Minister said. The
original provision laid down that no-one
directlv or indirectly interested in the milk
industry should be a member of the hoard,
but the Couneil’s amendment provides that
aly person who is indirectly connected with
the industry may be & member of the board.
There must have heen some Teason originally
for providing that no-one in any way in-
terested in the industry should be on the
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board. A person indirectly interested in
the industry might be interested to a far
greater degree finaneially than one who was
directly intevested, I eannot support the
amendment until I hear more about it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As the
provision stood it was very wide indeed
and might have applied to anyone at all
handling milk—even those who conduct
milk bars.

Mr. Graham: Or those drinking the milk,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It might
have applied to a person holding one share
in Westralian Farmers Ltd., as that firm
handles milk and the shareholder would be
indivectly financially interested.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The shareholder wounld
be direetly financially interested.

The Minister for Housing: The ordinayy
consumer of milk is indireetly interested,
through the price.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
original provision had very wide applica-
tion. .

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: So has the Coun-

¢il's amendment.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1t is
more gpecifie, “Directly” does not apply so
widely as does “indiveetly.” I think the
amendment should be agreed to. The Gover-
ner will be careful, in appointing the repre-
sentatives, to see that they are not in any
way interested in the industry.

Mr. NEEDHAM: T hope the Commit-
tee will not agree to the amendment. When
the Bill was previously bhefore the Commit-
tee T moved to have Subsection (3} struck
out, but the amendment was not agreed to.
The Council’s amendment will apply to those
direetly financially concerned in the indus-
try and will disqualify them from being on
the board. I would prefer the origina) pro-
vision,

Mr. FOX: The Minister eannot have it
both ways. Members in another place, with
investments in milk processing businesses,
have seen that the provision might affect
them, and the Council’'s amendment would
debar the only people who should be repre-
sented on the board. T oppose the amend-
ment.

Hon. J, T. TONKIN: The Minister has
not said why he wanted at first to exclude
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persons either directly or indirectly finan-
cially interested in the industry. On the
answer to that question rests the decision
as to what one should do with regard to thix
amendment, But if a person who is indir-
ectly associated with the industry is ap-
pointed to the board, then he could he work-
ing “under the lap” in his own interests and
the people wonld not be aware of it. TIf
there were any reason for including persons
who were dirvectly financially interested, thew
the reason is stronger to exclude those whu
are indireetly interested. If the Minister
wants to exclude persons who are direstly
finanecially interested, then, se far as T am
concerned, he will have to exelude the lot.

Mr. MARSHALL: The greatest opposi-
tion that I have to this amendment is the
prineiple which was revolting to me when
we were considering the Bill itself. The Gov-
ernment, in order to get a tighter grip on
the distribution of milk, brought down the
Bill with thet object of tightening up the
law relating to vendors because of a rocent
industrial npheaval. To that extent the Bill
might be justified, My strongest objection to.
the amendment is that the integrity and
honour of the producer are challenged. The
pioneers of the dairying industry ave sub-
jest to the effects of this measnre, The Gov-
ernment should not besmireh the reputation
of ilk producers who are honest and hard-
working eitizens. As the member for North-
Fast Fremantle has pointed out, a man who
ig indirectly financially interested could, if
devoid of honour and integrity, and selfish
in the extreme, get on the board and by vir-
tue of his activities do injustice to the pro-
ducers of milk, destroy their assets and ruin
their future. The Minister should contest the
amendment up to a point.

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE: I am opposed to
the clause altogether and would like to see
the board continned on ifs present basis.
However, the House previously deeided
against that and further agreed that the
Governor shall in futare appoint to the
board those persons recommended by the
Minister. Seeing that Parliament has ae-
cepted that prineiple, why do we not aceept
it completely? Why do we want to dither
around now trying to exclude from consid-
eration certain groups of people? Why do
we not now try to decide to trust completely
the Minister, in the first place, to reeom-
mend the hest persons available, and the
Governor, ih the second place, to appoint
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those persons on his recommendation? I
should think the Government should be an-
xious to have this new principle operate on
that basis, What we ought to do with the
amendment, if it is possible at this stage, is
to amend it to provide for the complete ex-
clusion of Subclause (3) of Clauge 3+ It
that eould be achieved finally the Govern-
ment would then be left with complete dis-
cretion to appoint the persons to the board,
and in addition would have the right to
choose those persons from any group or
from any portion of the State. That is the
commonsense solution of this argument and
I trust the Minister will see his way elear
to embrace it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are times in this House when one finds him-
self in an unenviable position. When I
moved the nceeptance to this amendment T
had in mind that it had been drawn up after
consultation with the member for North-
East Fremantle. 1t has now been indicated
to me that ] wus wrong. 1 am quite im-
pressed with the arguments put forward
by different speakers. Personally, I am
satisfied with the Bill as il stands and I
am now only too happy tb leave the ques-
tion in the hands of the Committee.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2—Clause 9: New Section 264, page
4—Tn Snbsection (2) delete the words “or
is likely to be” in line 20.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

It is proposed to delete the words “or i=
likely to be” to make the subseetion more
specifie.

My FOX: We shonld disagree with this
gmendment also, Personally, I do not agree
with any of the contents of the Bill. If the
Minister thinks that a stoppage might oceur
it would be better for him to negotiate at
that particlar time than to leave the posi-

tion until a stoppage actually took plaee.

That is the principle of conciliatory arbitra-
tion.

Hon. J. T, TONKIN: The Minister was
under the impression that the Honorary
Minister for Agrieulture and T had con-
ferred on the Bill. There has been no con-
ference at all. The Honorary Minister for
Agriculture spoke to me about a possible
amendment to this provision, but at ne tiame
did we got dowm to diseussing what wonld
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be satisfactory to him and to me. The pro.
posed hew subsection should be refained be-
vause it would permit the Governmenti to
vest milk ip the board, as it desired to do.
That is in conformity with my ideas, snd
I was glad to see the subsection had been
included, The Minister would only nced to
bave an idea that trouble was likely to ovcur
and then the milk eould be vested in the
hoard, I am sticking to the words in ihe
Bill.

Question put and the Committee divided.

As to Member’s Vole,

Hon, A. H. Panton: An bon. member is
not permitted to eross the floor after the
appointment of tellers.

The Chairman: T did not see the hon.
member crass the floor, but if any member
draws my attention to the faet, I shall take
action,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is unfortunate for
the hon. member, but Standing Orders
should be observed. 1 understand that the
hon. member ¢rossed the floor after tellers
had been appointed, and that is contrary to
the Standing Orders.

The Chairman: Is it correct that the
member for Geraldton was on the opposite
side when tellers woere appointed?

Hon, E, H. H, Hall: Not consciously ~o.

The Chairman: If the hon. member wns
on the other side at the fime, he must vote
on that side.

Commitiee Resumed.
Division resulted as follows:—

Ayes .. .. 21
Noes 20
Majority for . 1
AYES, -
Mr. Abbott Mr. Nalder
Mr. Ackland Mr. Nimmeo
Mr. Cornell My, North
Mr. Doney Mr. Seward
Wy, (iravden Mr. Shearn
Mr. Hill Mr, Thoern
Sir N. Keenan, Mr. Watts
Mr. Mann Mr. Wild
AMr. MeDonald Mr. Yates
Mr. McLarty Mr. Brand
Mr, Mureay {Teller.)
NoEs.
Mr. Qoverley Mr, Oliver
Mr. Fox Mr. Panton
Mr, Hall Mr. Read
Mr. Hegney Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Honr NMr. Sleeman
Mr. Kelly Mr. Bmith
Mr., Marshall Mr. Styonts
Mr. Mav Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Needham Mr. Triat
Mr. Nulsen Mr. Rodoreda
{Teller.)
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Question thus passed; the Couneil's

amendment agrced to.

Xo. 3—{(lause 9: New Section 26A, page
4—In Subsection (2), delete the words
“atfecting, or likely to affect, the produetion
or distribution of milk, or both,” in lines
20 to 22, and substitute the words “to pre-
vent or be likely to prevent the distribution
of milk so that 2 state of emergency has in
the opinion of the board arizen or is about
to arise.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon, J. T. TONEIN: My atfitude is the
same as on the previous amendment. A
most remarkable situation has developed.
Members of the Opposition are sticking ount
for the Bill as originally introduced by the
Government, and the (Government is voting
against its own Bill,

The Minister for Housing: The amend-
ment will merely make the position clearer.

The Minister for Lands: That is so.

Hon. .JJ. T. TONKIN: 1 belicve that the
Government did not realiae what power it
was teaking and, having now realised ii,
wants to tone down the provision, T believe
that the vesting of milk in the board wounld
make for a more effective method of distri-
hution than that operating at present. The
original provision would make this easy of
accomplishment, but the amendments of an-
other place would prevent such action from
heing taken.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The member for North-East Fremantle
seems to be either forgetful or not guite
fair. He indicated that another place was
entirely responsible for the amendment, but
an amendment containing almost the same
words and certainly the same intention was
prepared and eirculated in this Chamber
hefore the Bill left us, becanse it was pre-
pared with my assistance to deal with ihe
position <that had been ventilated by the
hon, member, Therefore, it is not right te
say that the amendment had ils genesis in
another place,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN : T had not fergotten
that a similar amendment was eirenlated
here, hut T would have opposed it, as T am
opposing it now, It was prepared only affer
T had directed the attention of the Govern-
ment to the fact that the provision in the
Bill would faecilitate the ecarrying out of
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Government policy and after I had said
that I would be surprised if the provision
were allowed to remain in the Bill Mem-
bers of the Government then beecame husy
to prevent the ocewrrence of what T had
said would happen. The reason why the
Government did not proceed with the
amendment here was that it might have leen
difficult to get it carried,

The Minister for Lands: No, we wantedl
to get the Bil] to another place promptly.

Hon_“J, T. TONKIN: I repeat that it is
remarkable that members of the Opposition
should be supporting the Bill, as introduced
by the Government, while the Governmeni
13 taking the contrary attifude to its own
measure. This indicates one of two thing:
—either insufficient care and thought were
given to the preparation of the Bill so that.
15 was not in conformity with Government
policy, or the Government, since introdue-
ing the Bill, has relented as regards its
original purpose and desires now to follow
the eonfrary policy. The provision as in-
troduced suited me and most members on
this side of the Chamber. The vesting of
milk in the board is the policy in New
South Wales.

The Attorney General: Do not hlame the
drafting department for having accepted
adviee,

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: No, I am hlaming
the Government, This is a policy matter.
The Government introduced a punitive
clause in order that it might be empowered
to take diseiplinary action. The Minister
quoted a communication which showed that
the producers favoured the provision.
When so many people expressed a liking
for the idea, the Government went cold on
i#t. Ministers evidently concluded, “This
big stick that we put in the Bill is so bhig
that most people like the idea, and there-
fore we had better get it out.” This is
the method of getting it out. Had the pro-
ducers risen in arms against it and issued
a threat of strike if it were not deleted
from the Bill, the Government would have
held fast to the provision and said it was
desired by the Qovernment. But when the
producers said, “It is a fine ider; we are
all for it”; and the Opposition said, “It
is a jolly good policy, just the thing that
will enable the Government to operate
thiz,” the Liberals said, “We will have to
hold our horses. What has gone wrong?”’
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Thus we find this amendment moved so that
the big stick will become s small stick and
not of much velue to anybody.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
not aecuse the hon. member of inconsist-
_eney hecause I remember his remarks very
well, and that is exactly what he did say.
He asked me, “Have you a ful] realisa-
tion of what this elause is going to do? It
suits me.” T had been talking about tem-
porarily vesting the milk in the board when
there was a hold-up, and that is the Gov-
ernment’s policy., When the hon.9member
pointed out that the provision gave full
power to vest the milk at all times, T knew
that was not our desire, The hon. mem-
her mentioned a communication I received
from the producers. The producers were
in favour ¢f the Bill. TIn fact, they said,
“We would he in favour of fully vesting
the milk in the board.” But that is not
the Government's poliey, which is to pro-
vide for the temporary vesting of the milk
in the board during a crisis.

Mr. GRAHAM: T move—

That the amendment be amended by strik-
ing out the word ‘‘be’’ in line 5.

Amendment put and passed. .

Mr. GRAHAM: There is a vital omis-
gion from the amendment. I consider that
anything that is likely to affect the supply
of milk, whether at the source or at some
intermediate stage, is a matter of grave
public econcern and the board should have
power to take drastic steps. But the Legis-
lative Council proposes that certain powers
shall be vested in the board if there is likely
to he any bother in connection only with
the distribution of milk. I move—

That the amendment be amended by insert-

ing in line 5 after the word ‘‘the’’ the words
‘*production or.’’
Y want some authority to have power to
toke the steps it deems appropriate in the
event of there heing a threat to the supply
of milk. T am not concerned at what stage
of the supplying of milk the interruption
ocenrs,

Mr. FOX: I oppose the amendment, I
do not like the Council’s amendment either.
I do not want a big stick held over the pro-
ducers or the distributors. In any event, I
do not believe the Government wonld be
able to put such a provision into operation.

_The Government said it had plans ready
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on a previous occasion when a hold-up one-
curred, but it did wnothing. The provision
is punitive; and if it were applied to any
industrial prganisation it would be followed
by one of the bigzest upheavals in Western
Australia. All the unions would make com-
mon ecause to defeat it.

Hen. J. T. TONKIN: I appeal to mem-

‘bers on this side of the House to realise

that the preducers do not regard this pro-
vision as in any way puogitive,

Mr. Fox: Don’t they!
Hon, J. T. TONKIN: No,

Mr. Fox: 1. have met producers and they
do.

Hon. . T. TONKIN: They have signi-
fied that they favour the vesting of milk
in the board. There are people who believe
this elause will he used as a diseiplinary
measure, but the producers generally do not
vegard it in that way. The Legislative Coun-
cil obviously thinks this is a diseiplinary
measure and it wants to diseipline only the
retailers. That is why the amendment was
made to deal with distributors only. T would
point out to the Government that if it is
nec¢essary to vest in the board power to deal
with an emergency, that emergency could
just as easily arise from the producers with-
holding supplies as from the retailers ve-
fusing to distribute them. It would only
want producers to become dissatisfied with
the price heing received by them, and to
agree to withhold their milk and feed it to
the pigs, and a state of emergeney would
then develap.

As the Legislative Council’s amend-
ment stands, there would be no power
resting with the board to vest the milk in
itself if sueh an event occurred. The power
could only be nsed where trouble arose with
distributors. I do not feel that we are
justified in applying it to one section only
and I do not regard it as a disciplinary
measure. It is a policy which is-in daily
operation in New South Wales, is readily
acceptable, and apparently giving satisfac-
tion. Producers should not be regarded in
a different class to retailers or milk treat-
ment plants. Where persons ave with-
bolding milk supplies to mothers and babies
and other ncedy persons, the board should
have anthority to vest the milk in itself to
ensure a continuity of supply. T propose
to support the amendwent moved by the
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member for East Perth and then to en-
deavour to defeat the whole of the amend-
ment made by the Legislative Council.

Mr. LESLIE: The member for North-
East Fremantle made reference to the fact
that producers were satisfied with this pro-
vision of vesting milk in the board. They
were at first

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: They told the Minister
that and he informed the Chamber. -

Mr. LESLIE: They were at firsi, but
then they woke up to what it meant. It
was then desired that the word “production”
shonld be taken out.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: They were in favour
of it 5o long as it applied to retailers only.

Mr. LESLIE: The member for North-
East Fremantle is apparently not prepared
to concede the point that the product of
the land is the property of those who pro-
duoee it

Mr. Fox: You wounld not give them a
representation on the board.

Mr. LESLIE: When I agreed 'to the
segond reading I was aware that the pro-
ducers were making representation to bave
the word “production” struck out and I was
satisfied. We should attempt to avoid inter-
ferenece hetween the consaomers and the pro-
duecers by a third party.

Hon. J. T, Tonkin: You are arguing that
if the producers want to withhold their pro-
duet, they are entitled to do so. '

Mr. LESLIE: If a man desires to sow
only five acres of land with potatoes this
vear instead of ten, it is his own pigeon, If
the amendment of the member for East
Perth 1s agreed to, and there was interfer-
ence in the iransport of foodstuffs or the
handling which prevented the produetion
of milk, that woul@ then give thd board
. power to vest the milk in itself. That
would be mast unjust. T oppose the amend-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: T sup-
port the amendment. T think there wounld,
be something in the argument of the mem-
her for Mt. Marshall if producers were
selling on an open market and took the
risk of supply and demand, price and so
on. However, praducers and other partics
are given certain valuable security by price
fization, franchise and even monopolies
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and the producers in return should be pre-
pared to meet a certsin obligation to the
public.

Amendment put and passed.

Question put and puassed; the Council’s
amendment, as amended,: agreed to,

No. 4. Clause 9: New Section 26A, page
4—Tnsert after the word ‘‘Governor’’ in
line 24, the words, ‘‘as soon as the state
of emergency has terminated.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: This seems to be &
direction to the Governor as to what ke
shall do. TIs that not unusual? Can we tetl
the King what he is to do? All we can do
is to request the Governor and he will take
action when it suits him. If the Govern-
ment is satisfied that the state of emerg-
ency has terminated, it will then ask the
Governor to take action and I sssume the
Governor will do so. However, he could

say, ‘I will please myself when I take
the action”

The Minister for Lands:
saitd that up to date?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: He has never beet
asked to do it up to date-

The Mimister for Lands: You feel tha
the amendment is uwnnecessary.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, and some
thing which is not usually done. If wi
ask the Governor to take action we mus
leave him to decide when he shall take it

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Ther
is no lack of courtesy expressed or implied
by this measure. In the Eleetoral Distriet:
Aet Seetion 10 states that the State may
be wholly or partially re-divided into elec
toral distriets by the commissioners when
ever diracted by the Govermor by procla
mation. Then it goes on to say that sucl
proclamation shall be issued on a resolun
tion being passed bry the Legislative Assem
bly. I appreciate the peint raised by thi
member for Nerth-East Fremantle. T re
cognise that there are certain eonvention:
to be observed with respeet to the repre
sentatives of His Mafesty, but T do no
think any real diffieulty would aris
through the use ¢ these words.

Question put and passed; the Council’,
amendment agreed to.

Has he ever
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No. 5—Clause 9: New Section 26B, page
10—-Delete the words ‘‘or attempt or pre-
pare to dispose’ in line 13.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 6—Clause 9: New Section 26B, page
10—Deleté the word ‘‘business’’ iz lines
13 and 14, and substitute the word
“‘license.””

“The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—
" That the amendment be agreed to.

Hm. J. T. Toukin: Are we to have no
expianation?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The ex-
planation is that though we refer to a
business, the license is the most important
part of the business of a milk vendor or
produeer, and that is what we really meaun.
In many instances a business is absolutely
-no good without a license.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: How eould you dis-
pose of half a license, which would be the
effect if the Council’s amendment were
agreed to? It is just nonsense.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
is the point. A license may be held under
partnership. One partner might desire to
dispose of his share. Would not that be
possible? I have known of a license to be
sold, and the dairyman has been left with
his cows and milk but without any license
to dispose of that commodity.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Could a person in
charge of a licensed treatment plant dis-

pose of it to someonc else without
a licensa?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T sup-

pose he eould.
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Well, he could not
do =n.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No: I
suppose it would be the premises that
would be licensed.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Of ecourse, the
premises are licensed. How could part of
the license of a licensed treatment plant
be disposed of? This is just too stupid.
T know what is in the mind of another
place regarding this matter. Those who
sponsored this nmendment want to leave a
man free to dispose of his business and
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that only control over hiz milk license shali
be retained, ‘That cannot be done, because
it will not work, The intention of the Bill
ig to prevent a person who owns a licensed
treatment plant from selling it to someone
else. The board wants a say in the matter
to prevent g certain line of action. When
I discussed the Bill during the second read-
ing stage, T pointed out that it all depended
how the board viewed the matter whether
it wos good or bad, .

If the board desired to set up a
monopoly, this power would permit it to do
so. It could decline to agree to the transfer
of any license or business unless the trans-
action was in accordance with its desire. If
the board wanted to set up a monopoly, it
could refuse to sanction a proposed trans-
action that did not fend in that direction,

* Az a matter of fact, it is necessary that

the board shanld have control so as to pre-
vent the ereation of a monopoly, signs of
the growth of which are already apparent.
If the Council’s amendment is agreed to,
it will be the license only that will be con-
trolled, and that wounld be unworkable. We
must control both the license and the busi-
ness. To agree to the amendment would
make the position futile.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think the member for North-East Fre-
mantle has drawn attention to a drafting
error, beeanse the Legislative Council has
left in the clause the words “or any part
of it”. Without assuming any anthority or
claiming personal knowledge, I should say
that the Legislative Council has aimed at
eetting at the erux of the matter in con-
nection  with  licenses. Tt is like hotel
licenses. The license carries the value and
is the erux of the whole situation. The
Legislative Couneil has attempted to put
its finger on the real position in providing
for no dealings in licenses without the con-
sent of the board. I cannot imagine a per-
son buying a business without a license. So
far from weakening the intention of the
Bill, apart from the verbal correction T
have mentioned, I am disposed to think that
the eclause would he more effective as
amended, than it is at present.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
what T have had in mind all through. If
there is any objection I have to the Milk
Act, it is with regard to the premiums that
have heen paid on licenses. The member
for North-East Fremantle suggested that a



[9 DrceEMeER, 1948.]

person who purchased a treatment plant
would be in a position to demand a license.
If the board considered he was not a suit-
able person, he would not get the license,
There hes been too muech trafficking in
licenses and the situation has become almost
as bad as the dealings in hotel licenses.

The Minister for Edueation: It is get-
ting towards that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
prepared to move an amendment on the
amendment as suggested by the Minister
for Housing.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister cennot
do that. He will have to get someone else
to do so.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: ¥ do not ses why
I should worry about this matter if the
Government is determined to get into a
mess. After I have said what T now pro-
pose to state, I shall let the Govermment
do what it pleases. These licenses have a
currency of only 12 monihs.

The Minister for Housing: That applies
to liquor lieenses.

The Minister for Edueation: They are all
for 12 months,

Hon, J. T. TONKIN:
intend to have eontrol over what persons
or places shall be licensed from time to
time? I think that is the purpose of the
amendment.

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That being so,
what control would remain if the Legisla-
tive Couneil's amendment were agreed fo
and it applied only to licenses¥ If a
license has & eurrency of 12 months, a per-
son with a licensed treatment plant or
dairy that he desires to sell, could dispose
of it the day before the license ran out.
He could sell his property and, having done
so, wonld not apply for s renewal of the
license. The purchaser would have to go
to the hoard and apply for a license.

The Minister for Eduecation: Yes, in the
same way as a hotel licensee. The principle
is the same,

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Would " not the

vendor have fo obtain the permission of
the board?

Hon. J, T. TONKIN: Not if the amend-
ment is agreed to.

Does the Minister *
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The Minister for Edueation: He would
make & heavy loss on the sale of his business
without the license. \.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No. It costs a
large sum of money to install a treatment
plant. How could it be possible for the
board to withhold a license from the pur-
chaser? Suppose Pascomi sold its business
on the day the license expired, could the
hoard refuse to give the purchaser g license§

The Minister for Education: Yes.

Hon. J. T. TONKIXN ; No, the board would
not permit a dislocation of the distribution
of milk in the metropolitan area.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I ar
interestéd in the ingenious argument of the
member for North-East ¥remantle. T an
disposed to think that if the vendor dic
what the hon. member suggests, he woul¢
not eome within the prohibition of the Aet
any more than would MeLean’s or Sand
overs if they sold a treatment plant. 1
move—

That the amendment be amended by insert
ing after the word ‘“business’’ the words “‘m
any part of it.”’

Amendment on amendment pot ané
passed.

Question put and passed; the Cou-ncil’s
amendment, as amended, agreed to.

No. 7—Clause 9: New seefion 26B, page
10—Delete the words “or attempt oT pre
pare to acquire? in line 17 and 18,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed fo.

No. 8—Clause 9: New section 26B, page
10—Substitute the word “license” for the
word “business” where it appears in line 18

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
move— .

That the amendment be agreed to.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: 1
move—

That the amendment be amended by insert-
ing after the word ‘‘business’’ the words “‘o1
part of any business.’’

Amendment put and passed.

Question pot and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment, as amended, agreed to.
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*  No. 9—Clause 9: New Section 26B, page

10—In Subsection (3), delete the words
“and the determination of the Board shall
be final and conclusive” in lines 24 to 26.

The MINISTER FOR' LANDS: I
move— '
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's

umendment agreed to,

Wo, 10—Clause 9: New Section 26B, page
"10—Insert a fm‘ther subsection after Sub-
- section (3) as follows :—

G (.15 In nny case where the Board re-
.funes its eonsent under this section there shall
be an appeal to the Minister within the pre-
seribed time and manner.

(b) On the hearing of any such appeal the
Minister may make such order as he thinks

just.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
will give the dairyman or the person con-
cerned the right to appeal to the Minister.
I ‘move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Qnestion put and passed; the Counecil's

" amendment agreed to.

No, 11—New clavse: Insert a new clause
after Clavse 4, to stand as Clanse 5, as
follows:—

5. Section thirteen of the pringipal Act is
amended, by adding at the end of the seetion
the words ‘‘or becomes ineapable of carrying
out his doties.’’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: ~This
amendment was eonsidered necessary as it
was thought there would not be sofficient
power to dispose of the serviecs of the chair-
man if he beeame incapable of carrying oul
his duties. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s

amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report

adopted.

\ committee consisting of the Minister
for Housing, Hon. J. T. Tonkin and the
Minister for Lands drew up reaséns for not
agreeing to Council’s amendment No. 1.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Couneil.

(ASSEMBLY.]

BII.LS {2)—RETURNED.

1, Coal Mine Workers (Pensmns) Aet
Amendment.

Without amendment,

2, Wheat Industry Stabilisation,
With amendments,

BILL-MARKETING OF APPLES
AND PEARS.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BILL—CITY OF FREMANTLE (FREE
LITERARY INSTITUTE).

Second Readiny.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[4.35]) in moving the second reading said:
The Bill provides for the taking over by the
Fremantle City Couneil of the present ¥re-
mantle Literary Institnte and Library. For
many years the institute has heen battling
along under great finaneial and other diffi-
culties, The estimated cost of acguisition is
as Tollows :—

£
Liability to the Commonwealth Bank 1,530
Loan - .0 200
Alterations to bmldmg 1,000

The City Couneil ig guite prepared to as-
sume those liabilities in order to provide a
free library for the people of Fremantle,
The Bill provides that the land and all other
ussets of the Fremantle Literary Institute
shall be vested in the City of Fremantle;
that the City of Fremantle shall hold the
Innd and assets freed and discharged frowm
all trusts affecting the same; the City of
Fremantle shall take over and hold the said
land and assets upon the terms and subject
to the conditions eontained in an indenture
dated the 18th November, 1948; the eouncil
shall discharge all of the debts and liabilities
of the institnte and shall indemnify the insti-
tute and the trustees and subseribers in re-
speet thereof'; the council may use and deal
with the premises as it deems fit. The coun-
vil may make bylaws, in addition to the pur-
poses provided by Part VIIT of the prin-
cipal Act, for the following purposes:~—

1. The conduct of the Literary Institunte
and Library.

2¢ Regulating the uUse of the same and of
the contents thereof, and for protecting the

same and the fittings, furniture and contents
thereof from injury, destruction or misuse.



[9 Deceyber, 1948.]

3: Requiring from any member or person
using the same any deposit, gunarantee or
secvurity against the loss of or injury to any
book or other article.

The following persons shall be eligible as

members  of the Literary Institute and
Libravy :— )

1. All ratepayers of the council

2, ANl employees of ratepayers of the

conneil,

3. Al persons who at any time during o
period of two yearg prior to the pasaing of the
Xet have been subseribers to the institute and
have not previously been expelled by the in-
stitute.

4. Any other person or class of persons as
determined by the council,

No charge shal! be made to a memher for
‘admission  to  the Literary Institute or
Library oxcept as provided in Section 12 of
the Aet, but the eouncil, if it thinks fit, may
erant the use of the facilities 'of the Literary
Tnstitate and Library to persons not mem-
boers, either gratuitously or for payment.
Any other local authority may from time to
time become a eontributor to the upkeep of
the Literary Institute and Library.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Is the hon.
member yeading the elauses as printed, or a
deseription of the Bill?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN : This is a deserip-
tion of the Bill. The City Counecil sent the
following letter to other loeal authorities:—

- This council have recently adopted in prin-
ciple the establishment of a free lending lib-
rary in aceordance with the proposals at-
tached hereto.

The terma and conditions as set ont have
been endorsed by the Fremantle Literary In-
stitute and the preliminary steps are being
taken in regard to legal and legislative aetion
neeessary o permit the aequisition of the
Fremantle Literary Institute.

It has been suggested that the lecal auth-
vrities adjoining Fremantle, namely, North
Fremantle Municipal Council, East Fremantle
Municipal Couneil, Melville Road Board and
Fremantle Road Board, mav desire to join
with Fremantle City Couneil in this acheme
and T have becn directed to invite you to
participate in the establishment of this lib:
rary scheme on g finaneial basgis to be
mutually agreed upon.

I wiil be pleased to receive your advices
regarding your reaction to the proposal.
Replies were reevived, and T shall read the
last purngraph in each case, The first is
from the Melville Road Board, as follows:—

Aceordingly, it was considered that the pos-
sible expense to the board in view of their
already heavy commitments in connectior
with road eonstruetion would not justify their
participating in the propesal

Al
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The next js from the East Fremantle
Municipality—

. This communication was considered by the
council at its mecting held last evening, and
as a result the matter has been referred to its
Finance Committee for consideration and they
have been empowered to appoint delegates to
attend the proposed conference, when, it is
understood, the whole scheme will be dis-
cussed.

The Fremantle Distriet Road Board wrote--

Shonld a conference be convened it would
be appreciated if you would forward notices
to Mr. A, Berry, of Spearwood, and Mr. A,
Mayor, also of Spearwood.

From the North Fremantle Municipality we
received the following:—

Your letter was read and discugsed at the
Inst meeting of my council but it was re-
solved not to take any action as it is con-
sidered that the library at present being
operated by my couneil meets the needs of
the North Fremantle citizens.

It will be seen that not one of the other local
authorities is preparved to come in at the
present time. The Fremantle City Couneil,
however, is quite willing to take over the
Literary Institnte and carry it on as a free
library. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts—Katanning) [4.40]:
have had a good look at the Bill and I re-
gard it as a most commendahle measure.
From what I can understand, had the Fre-
mantle City Couneil not undertaken this
responsibility there wps considerable doubt
as to whether the Literary Institute would
have eontinued. In the circumstances I feel
that, however good the work of the Literary
Tnstitute in the past, there is likely to be #n
opportunity for improvement as a result of
control by the Fremantle City Coupeil. We
ought to be pleased with the proposals in
the Bill in velation to membership, and the
agreement whieh has been made between the
Literary Iustitute and the City Couneil, a
sopy of whieh is set out in the schedule to
the measure. It indicates that complete
agreement has been arrived at. The mem-
bers of the Literary Tnstitute's staff have
heen guaranteed to be rctained oh ne worse
terms than they have enjoyed from the in-
stitute, and proper provision has been made
for the safeguarding of the transfer and the
taking cover of the liabilities, and for ensnr-
ing that the proper financial provision shall
be made by the Fremantle City Couneil.
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The taking over of the liabilities and the
expansion of the institute can only be done
with the approval of the Government under
the Municipa] Corporations Aect, The pro-
vision is also made for the co-operation of
the adjoining local authorities, if that should
be desired by them. At present it is quite
¢lear it is not. It cannot be said, therefore,
that there is any intention on the part of the
Fremantle City Couneil to prevent the appli-
cation of such benefits as may be available
to the people of Fremantle under this Bill
and to the institute being available to citi-
zens of the adjoining local authorities, The
Legislative Council has passed the Bill, and
it now remains for us to decide whether we
shall agree to it. I can see no reason why we
should not. I support the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In (‘ommiltee, ele.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, veported without amendmemt and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL—PHARMACY AND POISONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Couneil’s Amendntent.

Amendment made by the Council now

eonsidered.

i Commniifiee.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minisfer
tor Health in charee of the Bill.
The CHAIRMAN : The Council’s amend-
ment is as follows:—

Liong Title-—Substitute the words ‘' Poisons
Aet’’ for the words ‘‘Poison Aects.’’

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: [
move—

That the amendmaent be agreed to.

@uestion put and passed; the Council’s
amendment _agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 3).
Second Reading.
Debate resumed freas the 1Cih November,

[ASSEMBLY.)

MRB. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [5.52]:
'The main provistons of this Bill lie in the
direction of altering the jurisdiction of
loeal governing bodies over health matiers,
As the measure refers to municipalities, 1
have been requested by the Kalgoortie Muni-
cipality to offer strenuous opposition” to it.
Members vepresenting road districts will
probably find much in the measure to ob-
ject to. I have discussed the matter with
the Minister, who has assured me that he
does not intend to proceed with the portion
of the Bill that wouid take from muni-
cipalities the eontrol of health in their dis-
tricts and place it under what is mentioned
in the Bill as a regional health board.

The Minister for Health: That is correct.

Mr. STYANTS: Aceepting the Minister's
assurance, I will not further discuss those
provisions. The other provisions of the
Bill are, generally, commendable. Most of
them deal with minor matters, such as giv-
ing local governing bodies power to dispose
of pig-swill, which some of them have done
for a long time, although there does not
seem to be statutory authority for it. There
is on the notice paper an amendment by
the Minister that will be much more elabor-
ate than what is proposed in the Bill. 1
have no objection to it. The Bill also pro-
vides power for local health authorities to
prohibit the use of damaged utensils, such
as cups, plates, ete. [ think the power
should go further, because it is generally
recognised that the use of cracked cups or
plotes is distinetly dangerous from a health
point of view. If the provision remains as
it appears in the Bill and the health auth-
ority is simply given power to prohibit the
use of damaged vessels, it may happen that
the health officer will go to a restanrant or
eating-house and iostruct the management
to withdraw certain damaged property from
nse, and they will do that, perhaps for a
few days. Then the prohibited ware will
probably find its way back into use.

When the Bill is in the Committee stage,
T will move an amendment to give the healih
authority power to confiscate any damaged
vessels found in use. The health officer wil
then he sure that the damaged crockery is
not going to be used further. The Bill pro-
vides for the control of false claims as to
the curative qualities of certain remedies.
That is already provided for, with regard
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to priuted matter, but the Bill proposes to
extend that contrel to broadeasting and
sereen advertising. Although such elaims in
printed form have heen controlled in the
past, I do not think there has been striet
supervision in that regard, as many quack
remedies are advertised in print and 1 can-
not yemember the proprietors or vendors of
such  medicines  having l‘)een proceeded
against hy the health authority. The mem-
ber for Vietoria Park, who is highly quali-
fied in this regard, drew the attention of
the House to the fact that there are on the
market 2 pumber of patent medicines—
some at very high prices—that are not
worth the eontainers in whieh they are sold.
T hope that when the heaith authorities are
wiven these extended powers they will not
only supervise the advertising of such reme-
dies strietly, but will also take up with the
vendors of certain medicines the matter of
their printed claims,

It might also be necessary for the priee
control authorities to inquire whether rea-
sonable priees are heing charged for certain
patent medicines. I have in mind one that
eosts €1. 1s. for a small hottle. According
to the opinion of many pharmacists in this
State, it is worth nothing like £1. 1s, and
perhaps nothing at all, for its remedial
qualities. 1 think the Minister shonld have
an investigation made not only into the
remedial powers of eertain medicines but
also as to whether, in the event of their
passessing any such qualities, the prices
being charged are fair and reasonable.

A better method conld have been
adopted in the Bill for the releasing
of penicillin  for use by stockowners

to deal with eomplaints such as mastitis. It
seems to me that the whole of the schedule
of dangerous drugs that eannot be pur-
chased exeept on a doetor’s preseription 18
to be thrown open for the purpose of ve-
leasing penicillin. A better method might
have been to exclude penicillin from the
list of those drugs and it would not have
thrown the whele of the schedule open. as
T think the proposal in the Bill will do.
There is also provision in the Bill that
midwives in attending confinement cases
where there is a premature or fulltime birth,
have to notify the health anthorities, Tn
the Health Act it is already provided that
with a stillborn child or an abortion the
midwife must make a report to the Health
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Department, and the propossl now is to
make it obligatory on the midwife to report
in cases of premature or fulltime births.
From my reading of the Bill it appears
that the only object is, in the event of epi-
demics occurring, to endeavour tp promote
research to ascertsin what exactly is the
cause of them. There is a clavse in the Bill
that these provisions shall only apply, dur-
ing the period of the proclamation by th€
Governor, to the areas concerned.

It would appear that the intention is
to deal with the matter in a general way
and to try to disecover by research the
cause of the premature or stillborn birth
and endeavour, in the interests of the com-
munity, to avoid a repetition. That inten-
tion is quite goed. It might provide, how-
ever, an extremely fertile field for investiga-
tion agents dealing with matrimonial
offences, Provision should be made to en-
sure that any of these reports when made
to the Commissioner shall be strietly con-
fidential. I can easily imagine that where
the pregnancy has taken place as the result
of domestic infelicity there would be reluct-
anee on the part of the woman even to eall
in a midwife to attend her, and she prob-
ably would get some unskilled woman to
care for her because she feared that the
information might be divnlged and make
her liable to divorce proceedings. Therefore,
I hope that when such information is sup-
plied it will he of a strictly confidential
nature.

There is one portion of the Bil] on which
T wonld like the Minister to advise the
House, and that is the proposal that the
Governor may make rvegulations requiring
persons in preseribed industries to submit
themselves to perindieal examinations at the
times and in the manner preseribed. 1 would
like the Minister to let the House know
whether this is a subtle method or a method
that might be deseribed as a “backdoor one”
to make the ladies of easy virtue in Roe-
street present themselves for examination.

The Minister for Health: It is hardly an
industry.

Mr. STYANTS: T have heard it said

_that it is the oldest profession in the world,

but T do not know whether if is a profession
or an indunstry. We have to rememeber that
in some States of Australia, one State to
my knowledge, Queensland, these unfor-
tunate women who follow this profession or
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occupation are called upon to submit them-
selves regularly for examination. I believe
that if this provision in the Bill is inserted
in the Act it certainly will give authority
to call upon these women to present them-
selves for examination, With the exeeption
of those clauses whieh the Minister assures
me he will not proeeed with, so far as the
municipal and road boards forming regional
health areas are concerned, the other pro-
posals in the Bill are quite desirable, and
I intend to support them with an amend-
ment in regard to the power given to a
heaith officer coneerning damaged property,
I desire that the officers be given power
not only to prohibit the use of damaged
vrockery, but to confiscate it to ensure that
it wil] not continue to be used.

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Ilon. A, F. Waits—Katanning) [6.8): In
reference to the Bill and on bebalf of the
Premier, who is otherwise engaged on an-
other Bill, T desire to make a statement for
the information of the House. Represents-
tions have been made to the Government
by local authorities in respect of the Health
Act Amendment Bilt No. 3, to the effect
that the portion of the Bill gealing with
regional health distriets should he allowed
to stand over until next session in order
that the matter may be further discussed
with Joeal authorities and the proposals
explained to them bhefore consideration is
given by Parliament to them.

The Government has given this sngmes-
tion vonsideration. It is proposed that
legislation consolidating loeal government
law should be considered by Parliament
next year and it has been suggested that it
wonld be better if both propositions were
dealt with at the same time. The Govern-
ment feels that this is the best course to
pursue and aecordingly will ask members,
when in Committee on the Bill. to delete
the elauses referring to regional health dis-
triets. Tt isx not considered desirable to
withdraw the remainder of the Bill be-
vause it eontains provisions which are of
great importance in regard to publie health,
among them heing matters affecting  the
distribution of penicillin and the effective
handling of pigz swill and other details. T
have to make this statement to the House
at this stage so thal members might he in-
formed of the Government’s ideas «n the
subject, and if they are in™agreemeni on

[ASSEMBLY.)

that point of view it may enably them to
refrain from discussing those particular
¢lauses of the Bill at any great length,

MRB. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [6.10]: I
greatly appreciate the announcement made
by the Minister for Edueation which has
achieved its objective. It was my inten-
tion to vote against the Bill and convinee
the House to do so by giving n somewhat
lengthy  dissertation upon it. I doubt
whether one can remember—I ecannot, any-
how-—a proposal submitted by any Gov-
ernment in recent times which has aroused
a greater storm of protest from responsible
bodies than the proposal now under re-
view. There is no actual opposition to the
appointment of the board, but the faet that
it isx being done without any indication
whatsoever to the road hoards as to what
the proposal would involve has aroused the
opposition to it. The loeal authorities are
desirous of knowing where the regions are
to be, how many road boards are to be in-
volved; the financial aspects and so forth.

Loeal governing bodies, and by that T
mean road boards, are prepared to be
yeasonable with the Commissioner of Public
Health. They realise that they have a duty
to perform to the public of the State and
they are prepared to meet him. On the
other hand, they suggest that the Commis-
sioner shonld be prepared to meet them and
assist them in the problems which are pe-
culiar to their circumstances. I am indeed
glad to hear that the Government has de-
cided not to proceed with the clauses in
question, and before any move is made these
questions must he fully discussed in a reas-
onable manner with the local authoritier,
After hearing the Minister’s explanation 1
am prepared to support the Bill, but there
ars some other points T will raise in Com-
mittee. '

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
A, V..R. Abbott—Norih Perth—in reply)
[612]: T was asked to reply to one ques-
tion raised by the membher for Kalgoorlie
relating to the elanse dealing with industrial
diseases. There is no thonght in the sop-
gestion put forward by him.

Mr. Leslie: Is it an industrial disease?

The MINISTER ¥FOR HEALTH: As a
mutter of fact, any siich conduet would be
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entirely outside the law of Western Aus-
tralia.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Porkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Health in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Repeal of and Substitation of
Section 18:

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: As
pointed out by the Minister for Education
it is desired to delete this clavse and a
number of clauses following.

Clause put and negatived.

Clauses 5 to 11—put.and negﬂfr ved.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
Claunse 12—Amendment of Section 133:

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: If pig
swill is to be controlled, further powers are
required on account of the risk of swine
fever. T move an amendment—

That paragraph (a) be struck ont and the
following inserted in lien:—

{34A) Regulating the collection and dis-
posal of pig swill, providing for the annual
registration of collectors of pig swill, pre-
seribing the conditions of and fees for re-
aigtration, prohibiting any unregistered
person from ‘mdertakmg such collection or
from disposing of pig swill, presonbmg the
mode, meang and hours of collection, and
compelling mnotifieation to the local ‘auth-
ority of the premises from which a collector
has contracted to colleet pig swill.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. STYANTS: Paragraph (47a) em-
powers a loeal authority to make regnlations
prohibiting the use of damaged ecrockery
or glass for serving food for reward. The
power of confiseation should be ineluded;
otherwizse a restaurant proprietor might
merely withdraw damaged croekery tempor-
arily and use it again later. T move an
amendment—

That after the word ‘‘6f’' in line 1 of
paragraph (47a) the words ‘‘and eonfiscation
of’’ he inserted.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH.: To
concede such power would be rather drastie.
The existing bylaw is fairly strong in that
offenders may be fined for using eracked
crockery. However, I have no very strong
feeling about the amendment.

L 4
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Mr. MARSHALL: I cannot support the
amendment. Some of the bylaws made
under the Aect of 1944 were given retro-
spective effect, which was very dangerous.
This would be a drastie power o give to a
health anthority. There is already a penalty
for any breach, and that should afford a
safeguard. Inspectors are particularly severe
in that they condemn & cup if it has only
the slightest chip out of it, In these days
when labour is indifforent, cmployees are
not eareful with other people’s property and
if corrected for carelessness, they walk out.
On this account, cafe proprietors are having
& bad time, and their replacement costs are
very heavy. Such costs in the long run have
to be paid for by the public.

Mr. READ: Y support the amendment,
having had some experience of the inspec-
tion of these places and knowing the diffi-
culties under which the inspectors are lab-
ouring.  They have power to insist that
these eracked vessels are not used; but a
week or so after their visit, on making an-
other inspection they find that the same
vessels are being ulilised. New assistants
take them from where they have been put
and use them, and they are also brought
forward in a resh period. If is all very
well for the member for Murechison to
stress the disabilities of restanrant pro-
prietors, but we are dealing with the health
of the people and with the danger of usinyz
vessels the eracks in which provide lodg-
ment for bacteria.

Mr.- STYANTS: Dealing with the Min-
ister’s objection that confiscation is much
more severe than prohibitien, I cannot see
that there i1s much. difference. If an in-
spector prohibits the use of these vessels,
that prevents the proprietor from getting
any benefit from them. But it iz much
safer to give the health anthority power
to confiscate them and it is a surer method
of preventing their employment. The mem-
her for Murehison said that these things
might he used for storage purposes. With
such vessels as basins that might be done,
but saturation point would soon be reached
in that regard with eracked eups, saneers
and plates. It would also he equally oh-
jectionable to use these eracked articles in
private homes, espeeially when as many as
& dozen perople may be living in a five-
roomed home.
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Mr. MARSHALL: I want the Committee
to understand that the word “vessel” is
used. Tf reference were made merely to
cups, saucers and plates I would not mind.
But why sheuld an owner not be able to
nse for other purposes an enamel dish or
earthenware basin? It is ridiculous to say
that » minute erack in one of these vessels
would eontaminate anybody. When have
we witnessed an epidémic caused in this
way?! There is power already to prosecute
these cafe proprietors, even to the extent
ot cancelling their licenses, and that power
has been wused. What greater authority
does the member for Vietoria Park want?
We need to eontrol these places, but there
is & limit to the power that should be given,
I do not know that any particular concern
is shown about chipped beer glasses ov
about several pcople drinking out of the
same hottle; and I think that some atfen-
tion could be given to enlarging certain
chemist shops in which it is not possible
to swing a cat. These are matters that
should be attended to before we insert pro-
visions like this in a measure.

Mr. MANN: [ support the amend-
ment, Yut I think that Government instru-
mentalities making use of chipped and
broken eating and drinking vessels should
be dealt with the same as private concerns.
At the Chidlow refreshment rooms there
are enurmeous chips in the erockery and
there is no method of sterilisation; and
that applies to other Railway Departmnent
property. It is preposterous to exercise
control over private individuals and exempt
Government instrumentalities.

Mr, SHEARN: 1 desire to move an,
amendment to the amendment by deleling
the words “vessels, whether” in proposed
new paragraph (47a).

The CHAIRMAN: T cannot aecept such
an amendment. It has nothing to do with
that which s before the Chair. The hon.
member may move it later.

Mr. READ: T want to disahuse the mind
of the member for Murchison about the
word ‘‘vessels.”” Admittedly a vessel may
he a bowl or a hath-tub, hut the paragraph
indicates what partienlar vessels are to he
dealt with under this measure.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. SHEARN: I move an amendment—

That in line 2 of proposed new paragraph
-(47a) the words ‘‘ vessels, whether’’ ba struek
out.
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The greatest potential danger to the public
lies in vessels sueh as cups, plates and
dishes,

Mr, STYANTS: I oppose this amend.
menf. I would have had no objection to it
had the Committer agreed to the previou:
amendment. But this amendment propose:
to strike out the prohibition of eertain ves
sels, and if it is agreed to it will take away
the right of a health inspector to prohibit
the use of a vessel that in his opinion is
unfit for the purpose of serving up food.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I can-
noi agree to the amendment as it will make
the clause too limited. My reasony coincide
with those of the member for Kalgoorlie.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. BRADY I move an amendment—
That the following paragraph be added to
stand as paragraph (47d):—

Pregcribing what matters and things shall
be observed and done by persong to pre-
vent house-flies or blowflies entering in
on or about premises or vehicles where food
is gold or kept.

Last evening I attended a road board meet-
ing and while there a discussion arose about
a milk vendor's vehicle which was found to
be riddled with maggots., There was nething
the board counld do to take action against
that particular vendor.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I ean-
not agree to the amendment as there is pro-
vision to cover that aspeet in another part
of the Aet, There is certainly provision in
the Aet to deal with milk and dairy pro-
duce and its proper sale and distribution as
well as power to deal with flies because they
carry infeetion.

Mr. MARSHALL: What is the use of
trying to cast a conscientious vote when I
o not know what is proposed? The amend-
ment may he one that is worthy of support.
I cannot hear the Chairman unless he
speaks up.

Amendment put and negatived,

Clanse, as previously amended, agreed to.
Clause 13—agreed to,

Clause 1+—Section 185A added:

Mr. MARSHALL: I want the Minister
to explain the effect of this partieular
clause. There may be some urgent neees-
sitv for the provision, and I want to know
what it iz all about, TIf it is fo make it
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obligatory for an employee to lose time
and wages as well as inconvenience his em-
ployer because of a compulsory law, then
I intend to have something to say about if.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: This
is to protect the health of the employee,
Employees have for too long been permitted
' to earry on in industries where their health
is likely to be jeopardised without any
examination or any care and attention, On
some oceasions eertain such individuals have
refused to he examined. There are such
industries gs the manufacture of paint
where dust is very prevalent, as well as flax
mills, chemieal works, cement works and a
number of others. Tt is entirely in the in-
terests of the employees and to ensure that
they are looked afier if they are employed
in industries where there is a risk to their

health,

Mr, MARSHALL: What industries bas
the Minister in mind?

The Minister for Health: I haven’t any
particular industry in mind.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is the point, If
an employee in a certain industry is com-
pulsorily examined under this provision and
found to be suffering from some complaint,
what will be the result if the employee is
forced to forfeit his employment? Will he
pet eompensation, or will he be left high and
dry? He may not be any danger to the
public at all and he may be working in an
industry where there is no danger of spread-
ing his complaint.

The Minister for Health: Would it not be
better to warn him?

Mr. MARSHALL: This" will impose &
hardship upon a minute section of the com-
munity only.  The Minister does not seem
to have named any industries that might- be
affected.

The Minister for Health: T have named
several,

Mr, MARSHALL: All T heard the Min-
ister mention was “dust” &nd “ eement
works.” Some of these individuals are
eovered by the Third Schedule and the Min-
ing Aet. Why is such a provision in the
Health Aet? T want to know from the Min-
ister whether there iz any means of com-
pensating these people if they are forced to
leave their employment after these medical
examinations.
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Mr, BRADY: I hope the Minister will
retain the elause, which is a very desirable
one. I have often sought to have a similar
provision included in the Health Act to
cover new industries that will be established,
as well as those 'at present in operation.
At the moment, the trouble is that some men
are paying with their lives, whereas they
should be taken from industry and be paid
compensation because their health has been
detrimentally affected. Such industries
should be investigated and the men clinie-
ally examined. If it were proved that their
health had been detrimentally affected, they
should receive compensation,

Mr. Marshall: But that could not be done
under this legislation,

Mr. BRADY: Let us first establish which
industries are dangerous, and we cannot do
that under the present system.

Mr. MARSHALL: It would be tragie if
the attitude of the member for Guildford-
Midland should receive support. The effect
would be to cast employees on to the in-
dustrial scrap-heap without any compensa-
tion.

Mr. Brady: That is bhappening now.

Mr. MARSHALL: They should he
brought within the scope of the Third
Schedule of the Workers' Compensation Aect.

Mr, Brady: Let us bring them in after-
wards.

Mr. MARSHALL: They will get no com-
pensation under this measure.

Mr. LESLIE: There is something behind
this elause. It will not achieve what the
member for Guildford-Midland desirves, but
the effect will be rather as the member for
Murchison has indicated. It will exclude
from the benefits of workers’ compeunsation
men who are suffering as a result of the
hazdrds of particular industries. If the in-
tention is that the Commissoner of Publie
Health showld have the power—this is what
I think is behind it—te go to an establish-
ment yuyder Lhe impression that someone there
is suffering from an ailment likely to be
eommunicated to others, in consequence of
which he will make that establishment a pre-
seribed industry, and all the employees will
then be sanbjeet to examination as directed.

The Minister for Health: Nothing of the
sort.
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Mr. LESLIE: If that is so, there is no
Justification for the provision at all, I agree
entirely with the member for Murchison.
This provision wonld enable the heaith
authorities to inform an employer that the
heaith of one of his employees was such
that it was likely the other employees wonld
he affected, and the employer could put the
man off without any compensation at all.
That is where the principle is wrong. This
is regimentation of the worst possible type.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: For
too long have men been allowed to work in
industry without any intimation as to the
injury likely to be done to their health in
consequence of thejr employment. Public
heglth conscience today holds the view that
investigations should take place in connee-
tion with industries to aseertazin which are
injurious to the health of the employees, and
then to determine the steps neeessary to
remedy the position. That is the purpose
of the clanse.

Hon. E. Nulsen: What would happen to
the individual worker wha suffered in eonse-
guence?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Is it
not better that he should be notified of his
condition and be advised to take a job elge-
where, rather than that he should remain
in ignorance? Should nof the conditions in
the industry be investigated so that it could
be determined whether the use of injurious
snbstances could be done away with or used
only under direction? We have a con-
scientions Commissioner of Publie Health
who wants to investigate industrial diseases
and, after the investigations are earried out,
to take steps to denl with the position.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I think this pro-
posal originated with the Painters’ Union.
When I was Minister for Health in 1945,

that union started out to asecrtain exactly

what was the effeet of paint spraying,’the
use of lead in paint, and so forth. They
invited me to get the Commissioner of
Public Health to participate in the inquiries
and to have the whole of the employees in
the industry examined for the purpose of
ascertaining what damage was being done.
T approve of that sort of thing, and I cer-
tainly do not agree with the views of the
member for Murchison. The sooner we find
aut the effect of industries upon the health
of the employees, the better it will be.
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The next step would be to hring thos
adversely affected under the appropriat
schedule of the Workers’ Gompensation Aci
If & man is found to bhe suffering fron
the effects of the industry in which he i
employed, surely it is better that he shoul
be told to get out and work somewhere ols
rather than be allowed to stay there until b
dies, That is what happened in the minin
industry in the early davs. With the advane
of science and its application to industry
we do not know what harm is being done ¢
the health of employecs, and the Commis
sioner of Public Health is justified in tryin
to find out.

Hon, E. H H. HALL: Prevention is het
ter than cure. The objeet of the Commis
sioner of Public Health is apparently t
nake inquiries regarding industry with .
view to the adoption of preventive measure
fo protect the health of the employees. Th
Bill does not make that clear.

3Mr. BRADY: Reeently T took a depnta
tion to the Commissioner of Publie Healt]
and six men from half a dozen differen
industries, all within 15 miles of the G.IP.O.
told him that their work was detrimental b
their health. They" displayed samples o
their work, indicated the general practi
ndopted in their respeetive industries anc
urged that the Commissioner should inquir
into the position in order to determin
whether or not their indnstrial eondition
were detrimental, The point is that unless m
inquiry is made these men will not be awan
that they have contracted a disease until it i:
too late to cure it. That is undesirable, N
fewer than six new chemieal industries haw
been commenced in this State in recen
vears, at Chandler, Wundowie, Middl
Swan, Bassendean and Welshpool. These in
dustries are dealing with various kinds of
chemicals and crushed minerals, some of
which have never heen freated in the Stak
before. Prevention is hetfer than cure. Som:
men discover that their health is deterior
ating and leave the induwstry; but others re
main in the industry and sueeumb to th
disease, T heard a doctor, a member of an
other place, say that he had seen men work
ing with ehemicals which he knew would b
detrimental to their health. The worke
should have the benefit of this clause.

Clause put and passed.
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Clause 15—Amendment of Section 193:

Mr. STYANTS: This clanse proposes to
amend the parent Act by substituting 15
days for 10 days us the period when milk
may not be used prior to the parturition of
& cow. | was reared on a farm and such a
short period was unheard of then. Thirty
days might be reasonable, Will the Minister
tell the Committea the reason for this alter-
ation?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: 1 was
informed by the Commissioner that there is
a similar provision in another part of the

Act and that this alteration is for the sake’

of conformity. Ten days atter parturition is
not too short g peliod.

Mr. Styants:
that.

The MINISTER FOR NEALTH: 1 am
aldrised that 15 duys is not nnreasonable
from a health point of view.

1B1t I am not talking about

Mr. STYANTS: The Minister's explan-
ation does not eor vinee me. Unless he ean
tell the Commilter upon whose authority
thiy long-standing provision for 30 days is
being altered, I shull vote against the clanse
and | hope the vemainder of the Committec
will do likewise,

Clanse put and 1 division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .- .. .o 19
Noes 32
Majority against 3

AvES
Alr. Abbott Mr. MeDorald
Mr. Ackland Mr. MeLarty
Afe. Bavell Mr. Murray
Mra. Cardell-OQliver Mr. Nimmo
Mz, Cornell Mr. North
Mr. Doney Mr. SBeward
My, Orayden Mr, Watts
Alr. Hil ' Me. Wild
Mr. Leslie Mr. Brand
Mr. Mann I {Teller.}

NoEks,
Mr. Brody Mr. Nulaen
Mr. Caverley Mr, Qliver
Mr. Fox Mr. Panton
Mr, (irnham Mr. Read
Mr. Hall Mr. Revnolds
2Mr. Hawke Mr. Shenrn
Mr, Hegney Mr. Sleemon
Mr. Hoar Mr. Smith
Mr, Holly Mr. Styanta
Mr. Marshall Mr. Tonkin
Mz. May Mr. Rodoreda

(TPeller.)

(Manen thus negatived,
Clo<nz 16 and 17—agreed to,
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Clause 189—Amendment of Section 225:

Mr, MARSHALL: Would the Minister
explain the type of infant’s botile the manu-
facture of which he desires to be prohibited?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It is
the type of bottle with a long tube that was
in pec many years ago.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 19—Amendment of Section 228:

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
move an amendment-—

That in line 2 of paragraph (b) the word
‘‘disinfecting’! be atruek out and the word
‘‘diginfesting’’ inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
a5 amended, agreed to.

('lanse 20—agrred to.
Clause 21— Amendment of Section 314:

Mr. LESLIE: Would the Minister justify
this clause? The Act requires a midwife to
vegister every birth whether the child is alive,
stillborn or an abortion. The provision in the
Bill js to include notification of whether the
birth was premature or full term, I want
to know why this is necessary, The member
for Kalgoorlie pointed out the danger that
would arvise if the information got outside
of the department {» which it was sent.

Hon. A, H. Yanton: It looks as if it is
required for statistical purposes.

Mv. LESLIE: Yes. I do not think that
is jostitied. :

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: In this
matter the desire is to improve the heslth
of the community, and that ean only be
done by investigating cases of ill-health, We
want to remedy the number of premature
and still births. The Commonwealth research
section is desirous of securing uniformity
in all States. Australia has not a very
rood record in this respeect, and we desire
to improve it. Our deaths in connection
with childbirth are not so low as not to
warrant some research in the matter, We
investignted abortion in ecows, found the
cause and remedied the trouble We want
to inprove our preventive health effort.

Mr. LESLIE: It is of no use the Minister
telling me about what has been done in con-
nection with abortion in cows. Women do
not go out in paddocks to give birth to
habies. The circumstances are entirely dif-
ferent. '
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The Minister for Health:
from the same disease.

Mr. LESLIE: That is news to me. Most
. women are attended by a doetor. This
appears to be & vote of no confidence in
the medical fraternity. If a doctor is any
good, he can discover the caunse of a still-
birth or an abortion.

The Minister for Health: We want the
matter reported.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: This wrangling
between the Liberal Party and the Country
and Demoeratic League is unbecoming.

Mr, LESLIE : What is the good of report-
ing a premature birth in the case of a living

They suffer

c¢hild? The average woman would say she =

was against it. Further on we provide that
the Commissioner of Public Health shall
have the right to order a postmortem on a
stillborn child, I want reasons for that,
too, The birth of a stillborn child is bad
enough for the average woman without the
knowledge that it is to be mutilated for
research purposes.

The Minister for Health:
woing to progress?

Mr. LESLIE: The Minister is eonfirming
what I have said, that we have no confidenee
in the doetors. If the Minister would exclude
the information in connmection with a hivingr
child T would be quite happy. The doctor
van give the neeessary information in con-
nection with a stillborn ehild.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
member for Mt. Marshall has misunderstood
the position. The Act provides that there
shall be reported by the midwife every case
attended by her, whether living, stillborn
or abortion. All the amendment seeks to do
is to say that a report must be made,
whether it is a premature or a fulltime
birth.

Mr. STYANTS: It appears that the Min-
ister has not been fnlly advised as to the
reasons for this provision. He says this is
to be nation-wide. It is quife evident that
he has not read the Bill, because it refers
to a distriet or part of a district being pro-
claimerd at the diseretion of the Governor.
The provision seems to be included to cover
~omething more in the nature of an epi-
demie, The Governor is also empowered
to lift the provisions of this clanse if and
whan he thinks fit, The Minister said he

How are we
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has ample eonfidence in the doetors attend.
ing these cases, but that is mot borne out
here. The Bill provides that a doctor attend-
ing these cases has to report if there is an
abortion, a stillbirth or a prematare birth.
Further on there is provision. for the Com-
missioner of Public Health to anthorise
doctors to perform postmortem examinations
so that in the case of a stillborn birth one
of the doctors so authorised, and not the
one whop attended the mother at the time of
the birth, would conduet the postmortem. 1t
scems that the Minister does not know what
is contained here.

The Minister for Health: 1 know exactly.

Mr. STYANTS: I refer the Minister to
the provisions in paragraph (e). I do net
think the matter is en a national or State-
wide basis, because it is to apply only when
the Governor proclaims that it shall apply
to the whole or part of a distriet. The
(overnor also has the right to lift the ap-
plication of the provision, when he thinks
fit, from the whole or part of a district. I
thinkk there is some explanation other
than that which the Minister has given,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: If
there was an epidemic of some disease that
caused still or premature births, an inves-
tigation could take place. Under the Health
Act this State is divided into health dis-
tricts, but it would not be possible to apply
the provisions of this clause to certain dis-
tricts that had not medieal officers avail-
able, 1 would remind members that it was
only after careful research that German
measles was discovered to be responsible for
the condilion of spastie children. It is
only by proper methods of investigation on
broad lines that such research can he
undertaken,

Mr. 'LESLIE: After listening to the
Minister’s explanation, I feel that the ¢lause
would provide only for legalised body-snatch-
ing for the purpose of research on the bodies
of still-born echildren. I move an amend-
ment—

That paragraph (b} be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
intention is to investigate the causes of
conditions such as that of spastic
children—

Mr. Leslie: They already know the cause
of that condition.



{9 Deceueer, 1948.]

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: How
did they find it out? ,

Mr. Leslie: Not by turning still-bom
vhildren into guinea pigs.

Amendment pot and negatived.

Mr. BRADY: I move an amendment—

That in line 5§ of paragraph (c¢) of proposed
new Subsection (6) the word ‘‘every’’ be
strzek out, and the word ‘‘any’’ inserted in
lien,

1 wall later move to add at the end of the
paragraph the words “provided the parents
agree’.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: 1
think this amendment cpuld better be made
to a later paragraph, as this one deals only
with the appointment of medical officers.
The amendment should he made to para-
graph (e). _

Mr. BRADY: Then I ask leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment, by Teave, withdrawn,
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I

1move an amendment—

That in line 12 of paragraph {e) of pro-
posed new Subsection (6) after the word
**shall’”’ the words ‘‘unless otherwise auth-
orised or directed by the Commisaioner’’ be
inserted.

That would give the Commissioner some
dlisgretion in the matter.

Mr. MARSHALL: T support the amend-
nient, but would ask the Committee to
vote against the clause as then amended.
1 would have liked to see the whole of
paragraph (¢} struck out, 2s I do not think
there is any justification for it. Now it
i+ oblizatory upon midwives and mediecal
nraetitioners to notify the Commissioner of
all births. What more does the Minister
want? However, I support the amendment.

Ameaendment put and passed.

Mr. BRADY: I move an amendment—

That in line 12 of paragraph (a) of Sub-
vlause (6) after the word f‘Commissioner’’
the words ‘*and consented to by the parents’’
be inserted.

The MINISTE™® FOR HEALTH: I ean-
not aeceept the amendment. This is an in-
<tanes where no eonsent shonld be obtained
trom the narents. It should be left to the
Commissioner to decide whether it is essen-
tial,

Mr "PSIIE: The amendment moved hy
the member for Guildford-Midland will
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overcome my ob)ection to the paragraph
and 1 appeal to the Committee to pass it.
Before a doctor can operate on a man even
to save his life he must obtain that man’s
consent. It is not unreasonable that before
a medienl practitioner operates on a woman
for & birth that he should obtain the con-
sent of her parents.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .- .. .. 9
Noes 29
Muajority, against 20
ATES,
Mr. Ackland Mr. Marshall
Mr. Brady ir. May
Mr, Cornell Mr. Nulren
Mr. Hogney Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Lenlle | (Taller.)
Noes.
Mr. Abbots Mr. Nimmao
Me. Bovel Me, North
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Oliver
Mr. Coverloy Mr. Panton
Mr. Doney Mr, Read
Mr. Grabam Mr. Reynolds
+ Mr. Grayden Mr. Seward
Mr. Hall ' Mr. Shearn
Mr. Hawke Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Hill Mr. Styants
Mr. Hoar Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Mann Mr. Watts
Mr. McDaonald Mr, Wild
Mr. McLarty Mr, Drand
Mr. Murray {Teller.)

Amendment thas negatived,
Clanse put and passed.

Clanse 22—Seetion 318A added:

Mr. STYANTS: This is a proposed new
seetion which is coneerning local authori-
ties. Over the weekend I was approached
by the Town Clerk of the Kalgoorlie muni-
eipality to aseertain from the Minister
what is the meaning of this elause. It has
been the practice of many local governing
bodies to institute immunisation eclinies
but apparently they have had no statutory
power to do so and this clause is to give
them that power,  The local authorities
desire to know whether this is infended to
relieve the Public Health Department from
providing prophylatic treatment by way of
serums and vaccines.

In such eases as whooping cough vaccine
is sent to the local authority by the Publie
Health Department and by a certificate
from a docter a person can obtain that
vaccine free, and the doetor, without any
charge to the lpeal anthority, will perform
the immunisation operation. Will that
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i practice be followed? The local authori-
ties also want to know if there will be any
. compulsion, ' I realise the word ‘‘may’’ is
used and I pointed out to the Kalgoorlie
Town Clerk that that would relieve his
municipality of any compulsion to provide
these free immunisation services. If the
Minister will assure me that these prac-
tices will eontinue the local anthorities will
have no objection to the elavse.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
entirely is the objeet. All the loeal authori-
tiezs have assisted in these immunisation
" campnigns. Some of their funds have heen
used for that purpose and this clause iz to
anthorise that to he done.

(lause put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Counail.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the (Governor received and
read notifying assent fo the following
Bills :—

1, The West Australian Clob (Private).

2, Bnilders’ Registration Act Amendment.

3, Road Distriets Aet Amendment.

4!

5, McNess Housing Trust Act Amend-
ment {No, 2).

6, Poultry Industry (Trust Fund),

7, Justives Avt Amendment.

8, Foundation Day Observance
Royal Visit).

9, Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insurance)
-Aet Amendment.

Frirndly Socicties Avt Amendment. .

(1949

BILLS (5)—RETURNED.
1, Trading Stamp.
2, Government Employees’ Pensions.
3, Purchasers’ Proteetion Aet Amend-
riient.
Without amendment.
4, Mining Act Amendment,
5, Land Sales Control Act Amendment.
With amendments.

{ASSEMBLY.]

BILL—MILKE ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’'s Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it did not insist npon
its amendinent No. 1 to which the Assembly
had disagreed, and had agreed to the fur-
ther amendments made by the Assembly to
the Couneil's amendment: Nos, 3, 6 wud 8.

BILL—PARLIAMENTARY
SUPERANNUATION.

‘Message.

Mes=age from the Governor rececived and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill,

Second Reading.

’ '

THE PREMIER (llon. D. i. McLarty—
Murray-Wellington) [9.34] in moving the
second reading said: 1 believe that every
Btate DParliament in  Australin, with the
possible exception of Tasmanin, hay made
provigion of some kind for a superannuation
fund for retiring or defeated memhbir+. The
Bill is based onr the recommendations of u
committee representative of both House-
and of the various parties, which has sub-
mitted to the Government a scheme to pro-
vide superannuation benefits for members
nf Parliament and their dependant:,

Under the measure it is propesed to
supersede the existing legislation whereby
members receive & lump sum payment from
the Members of Parliament Fund by way
of compensation for loss of memhership,
and to®establivh in lien a system of pension
benefits. Any rights which have acerued to
members ns contributors under the Mem-
bers of Parliament Fund Act will not be
disturbed, however, by the proposals now
before the IHomse,

The Bill provides that all ‘members will
be required to contribute at the rate
of €48 a vear to.n fund to be known
as the Parliamentary Superannuation Fund,
which will be administered by five trus-
tees comp-isirg the Treasurer (or his
depnty) pe chairman and two members
from en~" YTonse. The Bill makes no pro-
vision for anv contribution from State re-
venme,  Weom the fund, payments wil} he
made to o-members or their dependants,
wha hore -nalfed for pension henefits. To
wagnali®~* ow.-embers or their derendants.
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will be refunded the amount of their con-
tributions with interest as determined by
the trustees.

Dealing with henefits, before any member
may qualify for a pension upon retirement,
he must have served for at least seven years
in the Parlinment of this State. Moreover,
having ceased to be 2 member, he will not be
entitled to a pension, unless he stands for
re-eleelion and .is defeated, or satisfies the
trustees that there are good and sufficient

reasons why he shounld not seek re-election.

The rate of pension is to be governed partly
by length of parliamentary service and
partly by the period of the member’s con-
tributions wunder the Members of Parlia-

ment Fund Act and the proposed legisla-.

fion — -

(a) Where the person has served as a
member for not less than 14 years and the
apgregate period of contribution is also not
less than 14 years, a pension will be payable
at the the rate of £6 per week for 10 years
and £3 per week for a period of 10 years
thereafter.

(b) Where the period of serviee is not less
than seven years, but less than 14 years and
the member's contributions have covered a
period of not less than seven years, a pension
will be payable to the ex-member at the rate
of £3 per week for 10 years.

Concessions are provided, however, in the
case of persons who are members of Parlia-
ment at the commencement of the proposed
legislation.  Any such member who has
served the requisite qualifying period, but
whose period of contribution may ultimately
prove to be less than 14 years or seven
vears, as the case may be, will be entitled
to a pension at five-sixths of the relevant
normal rate. In this comnection, I would
mention that it is a fairly general practico
to provide coneessional benefits to veteran
joiners af the commencement of a new
superannuation scheme,

As regards pensioners who have acerned
rights under the Members of Parliament
Fund Aect, the Bill provides that they shall
receive their Jump sum payment #m  due
course. It also provides, however, that the
lump sum shall be regarded as in lien of the
pension until such time as it would be ex-
hausted at the relevant pension rate, At the
expiration of that {ime the pension will com-
mence, but will be payable during the balance
of the pension period only. I propose to
move a small  amendment in Commibtee
to clarify that intention.
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No person will be able to transfer his
pension, henefits, The Bill provides, how-
ever, that the widow or widower of an ex-
member, who was married to the deceased
hefore his loss of membership, shall be en-
titled to a proportion of his acerued pension
henefit. Any dependent child or children
under 16 years of age, who are the issue
of such a marriage, shall be entitled to the
benefit if there is ne widow or widower.
It is proposed to pay to these classes of
beneficiaries a pension at half the rate for
which the contributor kad qualified, subject
to the provision that, where a contributor
dies while still 5 member, the pension to the
dependant for the first five years shall be
two-thirds of the relevant ex-member rate.

There will inevitably be cases where a
member re-enters Parliament after receiving
& pension or a refund of contributions with
interest. Provision is made in the Bill to
ensure that in such cases eontributions and
henefits or refunds will nltimately he the
same as if the period of the member’s ser-
vice had been continuons, The Bill does not
contemplate the payment of a pension to
any ex-memher who reccives any payment
from the Crown (whether in right of a State
or the Commonwealth) at a rate in excess of
£312 per annom.

In a small scheme of this character, it is
impossible to make a satisfactory estimate
of future commitments, which are likely to
show substantial variations from time to
time. In view of this, it has been considered
expedient to provide for an actuarial investi-
gation of the fund every five years. If the
actuary reports that the benefits or the con-
tributions should be varied, the decision as
to what action shall be taken shall be made
by Parliament, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) ([0.44]:
This Bill is the result of many menths’
work and research on the part of a non-
pariy committee consisting of members of
both Houses. It is a measure that is long
overdue and I feel that it will be welcomed
hy the great majority of members. T appre-
ciate that usually there is a certain amount
of odium attached to a Government that
initiates legislation for any advance in the
conditions for members of Parliament, be
it a matter of salary or anything else, and
that it is easy for the Press and public to
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indulge in unwarranted criticism, not only
of the Government but alse of members
enerally.

This is entirely a non-party Bill
Endeavours will be made by none of the
political parties, nor, I am certain, by the
Independents, to seek to make capital out
of the fact that this measure has been in-
troduced. As mentioned by the Premier,
superannuation schemes have heen intro-
doced in many States of the Common-
wealth, together with one ecovering the
Commonwealth Parliament. In addition
to that, two years age a superannuation
stheme for ex-members of Parliament was
agreed to in New Zealand. It may appear
to many who are looking for opportunities
to eriticise that there is something extra
specially generous about the provisions of
this measure; but I would point out that
the maximum benefit available is a sum less
than the present basic wage, and that in
order to qualify for that amount a period
of service exceeding 14 years is necessary.

The experience in Western Australia
over the last 58 years has been that, of ap-
proximately 420 members, only 31 served
for 14 years or more. That is the total
number of ex-members, since the year 1890,
who would have qualified for the full bene-
fit. ¥n certain instances that number would
have to be reduced in respect of members
who died while they were serving, and only
2/3rds of the pension would have been pay-
able to their widows. Aceordingly, it can be
seen that the qualifieation is a stringent one
s0 far as the maximum benefit is eoncerned.
This Bill is necessary and long overdue, be-
cause, without going into detail, all of us
are aware of the tragie circumstances of
men who heve for many years given of
their best in service to this State, and who
for one reason or another, have ceased to be
members of Parliament, and at the conclu-
sion of their terms bave been practically
penniless.

As a matter of fact, in the ease of an ex-
Premier of Western Australie it was neeces-
sary for a collection to be taken in the
district he represented because he was en-
tirely without income. The salaries or al-
lowanees paid to members of Parliament
are not generous when one takes into ae-
vount the obligations and calls that are
made upon them, and more especially upon
those who hold office in Parliament. It is
shoeking that that sort of thing shounld oc-
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cur, and I commend the Government fo
having the courage to introduce this legis
lation, I say eourage because it is so eas
for erities to endeavour to make some sor
of capital out of or belittle parliamentar
institutions on saecount of sueh measnres
But after all, who else but members o
Parligment themselves can introduce  legis
lation for & pension scheme®

This Bill will supply a long-felt nee
and will serve the interests of members fo
many years to come. Because there ha
been an all-Party committee deliberatin
this matter for four months; because ther
have been diseussions in Party meetin
rooms and o combined medting of member
several days ago: and because there hav
heen many conferences and diseussions be
tween members themselves, I feel that th
provisions of the measure are sufficient];
well-known to require uo reiteration o
emphasis.

Mr. Marshall: I suggest it is a prett:
costly proposition to us.

Mr. GRAHAM: Provision is made fo
an investigation by an actvary every fiv
vears to determine the nature of the fund
and the matter of increasing or decreasin
the beneBts, or the contributions, as th
case may De, as revealed by those invexii
gations. Those steps will be taken, a3 pro
vided in the Bill, only after a joint meet
ing of a majority of members of bhotl
Houses; so it is entirely in the hands o
members as to what steps shalt be faken i
it is felt some adjustment of the scheme i
required. With regard to our coniribn
tions, which are set at £48 a year, I wan
to make a comparison o indieate to th
thoughtless public that we are not bein
unduly generous to ourselves, In Vietoria
for a benefit similar to ours, members ar
roquired to econtribute only £26 per annum

T want to express my appreciation to th
Government for having introduced the leg
islation, and the appreciation of the mem
hers of, the committee, of which I have th
honour to be chairman, to Mr. Reid, th
Under-Treasurer, and to Mr. Lancasfer, th
Research Officer, for their co-operation
particalarly in the latter stages when man;
investizations were necessary. Y think i
will he appreciated that the committee
work was fairly well done, sinece litth
amendment was needed to provide a reason
able scheme and to eonform to the require



{9 Decemeer, 1948.|

ments of the Government. I emphasise that
the Bill, at this stage, makes provision for
no contribution by the taxpayers.

Seme consideration will be given to that
matter, perhaps, two Parliaments hence.
The reason for that is that some members
folt that all of us, in this Chamber at any
rate, should report to our masters, the elec-
tors, before the Tressury was called upon
to make a contribution. In any event, it is
the intention—but probably we shall have to
be gnided by actuarial calculations —that
the eontribution on the part of the Govern-
utent shall be limited, and I feel eertain that
when the amending Bill is introduced in two
vears' time, there will be no room for com-
plaint or valid eriticism by any reasonable
person.

Question put and passed.

Bill yead a second time,

In Commiltee,

Mr. Hill in the Chair; the Premier in
vharge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 10—ngreed fo.
(‘lause 11—Benefits and pensions:

The PREMIER: I move an amendment—

That the following words be added to Sub-
clause (4) ‘*but for the purpose of computing
the period during which the pension shall be
payable the pension shall be deemed to have
lieen paid from the date on which it would
liave been paid had the person not received
the benefit under Subsection (1) of this seec-
tion.'" .

1 explained, when introducing the Bill, that
this was to elarify the clause.

Mr. GRAHAM: This amendment con-
torms with the wishes of the committee, and
I have pleasure in supporting it.

Amendment put and passed; *the elause,
as amended, agreed to,

{'lause " 12—Disqualification from benefit
upon resignation, ete., without sofficient
canse.

Mr. RODOREDA: I am not enamoured
of the wording of the elause. A similar
elause is already in the Act under which the
currenf scheme operates, and one or two
decisions have been given by the trustees
that were not in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Act nor the intention of Par-
liament when the measure was passed. L am
not prepared to leave matters such as are
ontlined in this clanse to the diseretion of

5]
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the trustees, whose decision is final. We
should be able to insert one or two reasons
that admit of no dispute. We conld specify,
for instance, that n member who resigns
from office shall not be entitled to any pay-
ment under the Aet, unless in addition to
qualifying in all other respectz for such
benefit, he satisfies the trustees that he bax
heen defented in a pre-selection ballet; or
that his health is such as to preclude his
carrying out his duties; and then have a
gencral clause relating to “any other rea-
son.”  As a watter of fact, T do not see a
grent deal of reason for this clanse at all, Tf
a member has eontributed for seven years,
or 14 years, as the case may be, and, of
his own volition, wishes to leave a salary
of £1,000 a year to draw £5 a week, that i«
entively his own business, T wounld like an
cxplanation of the elause from the Premier.

The PREMIER: This is a matter for
members to decide, When I first received the
Bill T was struck by the same clause as was
the member for Roebourne. Its intention is
to ensure that no member shall resign, or
not stand for re-election, to enjoy the bene-
fits provided under the legislation. If a
member resigned from Parliament to take a
more luerative position, I should think that
would be a reason for his not qualifying
under the Bill,

Hon. K. Nulsen; What
beaten in a scleetion ballot?

The PREMIER: In that case 1 would
say that ii was a valid reason for his eom-
ing under the benefits of the Bili because he
would lose hix seat, but not because of his
own wish. Tt would be difficult to state the
reasons in a Bill of this deseription and it
would be hard to draft an amendmeni. In
the cireamstances, I think we should allow
the Bill to go throngh as printed, and, in
view of the faet that there is to be an aetu-
arial investization at the end of five years,
the Aet ean then be amended, if necessary
or even hefore, if so desired.

Mr, RODGREDA: If the Premier will
give an assurance that he will go into the
matter, if necessary, and that he will move
an amending Bill if it is desirable, then I
shall be satisfied, However, some adverse
decisions have been given by trustees, and
one member of this Committee is an example
of that. We are all vitally intevested in this
matter becanse we pay a considerable sum

about a man
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of money into the fund each year and we
do not want to be done out of our legiti-
mate rights,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I support the re-
marks of the member for Roebourne, and T
have every reuson to do s0. While the gentle-
men who are trustees of our Parliamentary
fund, may have given a decision that they
thought was right legally, T think they were
wrong. I am not prepared to leave the mat-
ter entirely in the hands of the trustees with.
out some appeal.

Mr. GRAHAM: The position is amply
covered, The trustees are comprised entirely
of fellow members and they have personal
knowledge of the difficulties that are likelv
to arise. Clanse 16 provides for the making
of regulations, and, if necessary, a regula-
tion could be drafted to give eoffect to the
objections raised. T believe there ig to be an
amending Bil] brought down in two years’
time, and perhaps on reflcetion a number of
amendments might be made.

Mr. FOX: There should he some appeal
from the decision of the trustees if a mem-
her feels aggrieved, and that appeal should
be to Parliament. A member might feel
vompelled to retire, and although the reason
would he sufficient as far as he was eon-
cerned, it might not be sufficient for the
trustees.

The PREMIER: I cannot agree with the
member for South Fremantle that we should
constitute Parliament as a court of appeal.
T can imagine the debate that would ensue,
with all the pros and cons. The member for
East Perth stated the vital point of the
matter when he said the fund would be: con-
trolled by members of Parliament and, be-
cause of that fact, it would bhe controlled
sympathetically.

Mr. Rodoreda: That is not a reflection on
the present trustees?

The PREMIER: No. T will watch the
position, and if it is found to be unsatis-
factory, I will rectify it.

Clause put and passed.
Clavses 13 to 18, Title—agreed to,

Bill reported with an amendment, and the
report adopted.
Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transimnitted to
the Counecil.

gl
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BILL—WHEAT INDUSTRY
STABILISATION.

Council’'s Amendments. *

Schedule of eight amendments made hyv
the Cooneil now eonsidered.

I'n Commiitee, '

Mr. Hill in the Chair; the Minister ror
Education (for the Minister for Lands) in
charge of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Before dealing with the Couneil’s amend-
ments, T wish to advise the Committee that
the Minister for Lands, nunder medieal ad-
vier, has been obliged to leave the Chamber,
and | fear that it will be for the remainder
of the session. Tn consequence, it devolves
upon me to handle this matter.

No. 1. Clause 4 (2), page 3: Delete the
word “six™ in line 1, and suhstitute the
word “seven.”

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I"pon this amendment depend several other
amendments proposed by the Couneil. Tt
is proposed that the State board shall be
increased from six persons to seven, and to
make the number of nominated wheat-
growers three instead of two. T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Something must
have happened up ahove. We attempted to
do something similar here, but withont sue-
cess. Apparently somebody has got to work
somewhere and as a result we are to have
more growers on the board, However, they
will still not have a majority nor will they
he elected. 1 move—

That the amendment be amended by strik-

ing out the word ‘‘seven’'’ and inserting the
word '‘eight’’ in lien.

That will make four growers on the hoard.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
hope the Committee will not agree to the
amendment on the amendment. T am most
anxious that we shall not engage in further
arguments with the Legislative Couneil on
this Bill, because I cannot see that it would
serve any useful purpose.

Amendment on amendment put and a
division taken with the following result:—

Ayes 16
Noes 22
Majority against 6
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AYES

Mr. Coverley Mr. Oliver
Mr. Fox Mr. Panton
Mr. Howke Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Hegney Mr, Sleemsn
My, Hoar Me. Bmith

‘ Mr. Marshall Mr. Styants
Mr. May dr. Tookin
Mr. Nulasen Mr. Rodoreda

(Teiler.)
Noes
Mr. Avhott Mr. Murray
Mr. Ackland Mr. Nalder
Mr. Bovell Mr. Nimmo
Mr, Brady Mr. North
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mzy. Perking
Mr. Donoy Mr. Read
Mr. Qrayden Mr. Seward
Mr. Hall Mr. Shearno
Mr. Mann Mr. Whoits
Mr. -McDonsld Mr. Wild
Mr. McLarty Mr. Brand
(Teller.)

Amendment on amendment thus nega-
ived.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
imendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clauvse 4, (3), page 3: Delete the
vord “six” in line 4, and substitnte the
vord “seven.”

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Chis deals with a matter nwpon which the
Jommittee has already agreed. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed: the Couneil’s
mendment agreed io.

No. 3. Clause 4, {3), (a), page 3: Delete
he word “two” in line 5, and substitute
he word “three.”

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
fhe object of the amendment is to increase
he number of wheatgrowers’ representa-
ives from one to two and is consegnential
ipon amendment No. 1. I move—

That the amendment be agreed’ to.

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s

mendment agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 4, page 3: Delete para-
taph (¢} of Subelause (3) and substitute
he following:—

{c) one shall be selected by the Minister
from a panel of three names
submitted by the W.A. Flour
Millowners' Association.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
‘he result would appesr to be much the
ame¢ under the paragraph as it will be
nder the Council’s amendment. The panel
ystem has been adopted in quite a few in-
tances and has not been found objection-
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able. In the cireumstances, T propose fo
ask the Committee to ngree to this amend-
ment, and T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and, passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 4, page 3: Delete para-
graph (a) of Subelanse (6).

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The paragraph in Subclause {6) provides
that the office of" a member of the State
board shall become vacant if he is absent
from his duties for at least one month with-
out the consent of the hoard and the
Minister. From inquiries I have made, I
understand it is unlikely that the State
board will meet frequently during the year
and consequently an interval of more than
one month is likely to elapse between meet-
ings. Tt is contended that the provision in
the Bill would be unwise and improper see-
ing that the board will meet at such infre-
quent intervals,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There does not seem
much need for the State board at all, if it is
to meet infrequently as the Minister bas
indicated. I have no objection to the amend-
ment except that it serves to emphasise what
I suggested before that there was no peces-
ity for it apart from the qguestion of hav-
ing uniform legislation. It also emphasises
what I snggested that the board is set up
merely to give Co-operative Bulk Handling
Itd., contral of the business. _

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 6, page 6: Delete all words *
in Subclause (2) after the word “shall” in
line 8, and substitute the words “by foree
of this snbseetion be regarded as licensed
by the Board as a licensed receiver with the
powers and subject to the duties conferred
and imposed by those provisions.”

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Subelanse {6) sets out that an suthority,
incloding the State board, authorised under
the provisions of any other Act to receive
wheat, shall be entitled to a license parsuant
to the provisions of the applicable section.
The Legislative Couneil desires to mako the
position perfeetly clear, but I do not see
that its amendment affects the application of
the subclanse. I do not propose to offer
objection to it. I move—

- That the amendment be agreed to.
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Hon, J.'T. TONKIN: It would be inter-
esting to know who moved this amendment
in the Legislative Couneil.

The Minister for Education: I cannot in-
form the hon. member on that point,

Hon.'.J. T. TONKIN: The authority men-
tioned in the subelanse in the Bill would be
entitled to a license but might not necessarily
aet it.

The Minister for Education: As I inter-
pret the provision, it must get it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Legislative
Council’s amendment says that by foree of
the section the license shall he forthcoming
automatieally. | cannot sep how a State
law ean compel an aunthority aeting under
a Commonwealth law to issue a license if it
does not intend to do so. I cannot arpue
that point from the legal aspect, but I am
awake to what is being attempted by the
Couneil, Tt appears as if someone con-
neerted with Co-operative Bulk Handling
Ltd. has got busy in another place and hay
sewn up the position properly. 1f the
Honorary Minister for Agrieulture maoved
the amendment, T would not be at all sur-
prised, and my suspicions would he con-
firmed because he has the ear of Mr.
Braine—

Hon. A. H. Panton: Or vice versa.

Hon. J. T, TONKIN: I do not think we
are entitled to pass such a provision, but
we should leave it to the Australian Wheet
Board to grant the license. We are quite
, within our rights to say that the loeal
authority shafl be entitied to a lieense, but
we should not usurp the authority of the
Austrglian Wheat Board to grant it. If
we do so in this instance, we must look
round te see what other authorities are
authorised and see that they also arc
auntomatically made licensed  reeeivers.
Wo have no right to do that. We ean say
who, in our opinion, are entitled to bhe
licensed; but, having done that, it should be
left to the Aunstralian Wheat Board to issue
the licenses. T hope the amendment wil} not
he agreed to. Tt is typieal of the atlitude
of another place, which is drunk with
power.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The member for North-East TFremantle
seems to be equipped with a cospiecious
mind.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, J, T. Tonkin: I bave every reas
to he suspicious,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOI
Not in this particular instance, What
wrong with Co-operative Bulk Handli
having a license?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Nothing that I «

S0,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIO!
Then why the suspicion and why all t
argutnent !

Hon, J, T, Tookin: What is wrong wi
the eclavse?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
we aceept the hon, member’s statement th
nothing is wrong with Co-operative Bu
Handling having a livense, there is no reas
why it should not be made clear in the me
sure that it is so entitled and is going to g
the license. That is what the amendmént pr
vides, So far from having advaneed reaso
why the Committee should reject the amen
ment, the hon. member is supporting t
amendment.

Hon. .J. T. TONKIN: I do not see tl
matter 'in the way the Minister does, b
that is not to be expected. We have no rig
to wsurp the authority to grant a lieen:
The people who are to operate as licens
receivers will he licensed by the Austral:
Wheat Board,

The Minister for Education: That
covered hy Clause 2.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Australt

Wheat Board should at least be permitt
to grant the license, The Minister express
his “eonsidered opinion that this was mere
a2 matter of terminology and said that wh
was in the Bill was, he felt, the same
the Tegislative Couneil was proposing
different words.

The Minister for Eduecation: That is :

Hon. J. T. TONKIN:
that now.

The Minister for Education: ¥ have h
reason to reconsider what T said because

the arguments which the hon. member p
up, and T think T have dealt with them.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: We have no rig
to dictate tn the prineipal. This leprislati
is complementary to the Commonweal
legislation which established the Australi
Wheat Board and gave it certain powers.

He does not s
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
never profess, as the member for North-
,East Fremantle knows from past discus-
sions whieh we have had, to give a definitive
opinion on a constitutional matter, I will
go so far as to say, however, that suppos-
ing the point he has raised can be sne-
cessfully taken, it is effectively covered by
Clauge 2, The hon, member has put for-
ward his views clearly and explicitly. If
by any chance they are correct, they are
covered by Clanse 2.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.
No. 7. Clanse G, page 6: Add a further
subelause after Subclause (2) as follows:—
(3) When the licensed receiver receives
from a grower wheat in new eornsacks the
licensed receiver shall—
{a) credit the grower with 'the net
weight of that wheat;
(b) pay the grower an amount equal
to the market priee of the mew corn-
sacks when received.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I°

have been given a note to sav that this
amendment deals with the position of
growers at very small sidings, where bulk
insta)lations are either not justified or ean-
not be provided owing to lack of material
end manpower. There are a few sidings
where wheat is handled in bags and it is
Jesired” that the growers shall be credited
with the net weight of the wheat and shall
%e paid for the bags. 1 move—

Thaf the amendment be agreed to.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: This is another
xample of permitting agents to carry on
yusiness in a way not sanetioned by the
syrincipal, The Australian Wheat Board is
he principal and will appoint agents to do
ts job. But here we have sgents fixing the
erms under which the job will be done.
[his legislation is supposed to be uniform
n gll the States,

The Minister for Railways: What about
jouth Australia? It has no bulk-handling.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: I do not know
vhat is done in South Aunstralia, I have
ompared the legislation there with ours
.nd find it is almost identical, This amend-
1ent will result in different prices being
aid in the various States. How that will
Qtimately affect the finanece it iz impossible
or anyone to say. The agents have no right
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to determine the terms on which the business
ghall be done, The State board could make :
representations to the Australian Wheat
Board on the guestion of the absence
of bulk handling facilities in ecertain
places, but it should be left to the
board t¢ say what shall be done.
I have never heard the like of it before,
but it is being attempted by the Govern-
ment.  First of all it tried to usurp the
anthority of the board to appoint its licensed
receivers, and then it has said that the
licensed receivers, who must get a license,
shall receive wheat under these conditions.
The legislation contains & provision that
under certain circumsfanees the license of
a-licensed reeeiver can be revoked. But we
have attempted to make that impossible.
Whether the licensed receiver gives the Ans-
tralian Wheat Board satisfaction or not,.
the board can do nothing abhont it. TIf this
does not -conflict with the Commonwealth
law, then T am a Dutchman. This is & mat-
ter for the Australian Wheat Board fo
decide.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. 20
Noes 18
Majority for 2
AYEH,
Mr. Abbott Mr. Murray
ur. Ackiand . Mr. Nalder
Mr. Bovell Mr. Nimmo
Mra. Cnrdell-Oliver Mr. North
Mr. Doney ’ Mr. Perking
Mr. Gragden Mr. Beward
Mr. Hall Mr. Shearn
Me. Mann Mr. Watta
Mr. McDonnld . Mr. Wild
My, McLarty ’ Mr. Brand
. (Pellor.y
Nora
Mr. Brady ' Mr. Oliver
Mr, Coverley Mr, Panton
Me, Fox Mr. Read
. Mr. Hawke Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Hegney Mr. Sleenllm
Mr. Haar Mr, Smith
Mr. Marshall Mr, Styants
Mr, May Mr, Tonkin
Mr, Nulsen Mr. Rodoreda :
{Taller.)

Question thug passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to, .

No. 8. Clause 9, page 8—Add at the end
of Subeclause (2) after the word “wheat”
in ling 6 the words “and, subject to the pro-
vigions of Subsection (3) of Seetion 12 of
this Act, the rights and interests of every
person in and to the wheat shall be con-
verted into a claim against the board.”
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The' MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
We usually find in measures of this nature
some such provision. It is what must hap-
pen in practice, because ence the wheat is
delivered to the board it does not return
to the grower in the form of wheat but by
way of compensation for it, which, naturally
would be money. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
to.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am unable to
grasp the full import of the amendment, not
having it in front of me, but I point out
that neither South Australia nor Victoria
thought it necessary to include it. Tt is
possible that before those States pass their
Bills this alteration will be made in them,
but it is unlikely. However, I can see no
objection to it.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEE: When, in simi-
lar circumstances, we have to deal with
amendments to ofther Bills I would like the
Goverpment to ensure that at least ome
carbon copy of the amendments is made
available to the Opposition.

The Minister for Edncation: Yes.

Question put and passed; the Couneils
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message nccnrdmgly returned to the
Couneil.

BILL-—-RAJLWAY (MT. MAGNET-
BLACE RANGE) DIS-
CONTINUANCE.

Returned from the Conneil withont amend-
ment.

BILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL)
AOT AMENDMENT.

Second Readimg,

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. R. Abbott—North Perth) [10.53] in
moving the second reading said: The Lot-
teriey Commission was established in 1932,
and provision was made in the Act that the
ageregate fee payable in any one year should
not exceed the sum of £1,000. In 1933 the
sales of tickets amounted to £106,800 and
this year to £624,990. Members will, there-
fore, realise the tremendous jncrease in the
business of the Commisgion. No additional
remuneration has been allowed to its mem-
bers although their work has naturally in-
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creagsed. There are more sweeps to bt
supervised, allotments to be made and
generally, a good deal more to be done. ]
think members appreciate the good work
being carried out by the members of the
Commission, The chairman has practically
made it a full-time job and devotes a good
deal of his time fo it. The Government con-
siders that some additional remuneratior
should he allowed, and the Bill is for thal
purpose. The proposal is to inerease the
amount from £1,000 to £1,400 to be allo-
cated as follows:—A sum not exceeding
£800 to the chairman, and a sum not exceed:
ing £200 to each of the remaining members
At the moment the moneys have been allotfed
in the following manner, that is to say, £50(
to the chairman and £166 13s. 4d. to eact
of the members. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. A. H. PANTON (Lecederville)
[10.57]: I have pleasure in supporting the
Bill. The trend is for salaries to go up
It must be recognised thet the Commission is
doing a particularly good job and handles
a tremendous amount of money. Whethe
we like lotteries or not the fact remaing thal
the Commission is doing good work. 'The
amount suggested is not too mueh. I think
these people are about the last to have theis
salaries incressed..

HON. E H H HALL (Geraldton)
[10.58] : I know I shall not get any subpori
for my remarks,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You never know. Yor
get support from unexpected places some
times,

Hon, E. H. H, HALL: I have exprassed
my opinion in another plice on many oo
casions, and I have not heard anything tc
convince me I am wrong, There are manjy
men in this city who have devoted a con.
siderable portion of their gpere time, in ar
entirely honorary capacity, to charitable or
ganisations. I have in mind one gentleman
but I do not want to mention his name be
cause I am not a personal friend of his. He
stands very high in the estimation of th¢
people of this city and the State. He occu.
pied a high managerial position for a long
time, and a couple of years ago he retired
He is filling in his retirement in a small
building looking after waste paper. I think



he would consider it an honour to be asked
to teke 2 seat on fhis Commission in an
honorary capacity.

I know the amount mentioned tonight is
not very much when we consider the mnoney
the members of the commission handle. But
this Commission was appoioted to bandle
money for charity, and when we kiow of
men who stand high in the estimation of the
people and who give up their time in an
honorary capacity to many charitable or-
genisations, I think the Government would
be well advised to look round for such men
and appoint them to this Commission in an
honorary capacity. I 'make mo complaint
about the way in which the present members
of the Commission are deing their job, but
I do not think we should pay men for that
work when there are others who would dis-
charge the duties,just as capably in an hon-
orary capacity,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin:
involved in it, for that.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: We have 2 paid
staff there, and the executive head is the sec-
retary, so why do we need paid Commis-
sioners to distribute the money?

There is too much

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ese,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without smendment and
the report adepted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty—
Murray-Weilington): I move—

That the House at its rising adjovrn till
tomorrow at 11 a.m.

Question put and passed,

House adjourned at 11.15 p.m.

[128]

{10 DeceMber, 1948.]

"~

3411
Tiegislative @ouncil.
Friday, 10th December, 1948.
CONTENTS.
. Page
Questlgn : Meat, as to exporis to Malaya ... 3411

Bllls : Bush Fires Aet Amendment (No 2),

2r., remaining stages .. 3412
Assemhly’s message 8485
Lotteries (Contre!) Act Amendment,
returned 3419
Bulk Handling Aet Amendment 2r ne-
maining siages aee . 3419
Assembly’s amendment .. 3444
Hospltal Benefts Agreement, 2r., re-
maining stages, passed B4t |
Health Acit Amendment (No. 3), 1r., or. 8419
2r,, remaining stages, passed ... B486
Gold Buyers Act Amendment, returned 3419
Assembly’s amendmenis ... 8424
Mining Act Amendment, Assemburs
message 3424
Land Sales Control Aet Amendment,
Assembly’s message ... 8426, 3443
Parliamentary Superannuatlon, 1r, 2r.,
re stages o 3485
Assembly’s message 8468
Marketing of Apples and Peers, As-
sembly’s message
Loan, £2,815,000, or., remalnlns steges,
passed 3444
Bush Fires Act Amendment (No 1),
Com., point of order, recom., remnln
Assembly’s message 3458
Eleciricity Act Amendment. 2r, deo-
feated ... 3452
Appropriation, all steses pa.smd 83468
Parliamentary Superannuation, appelntment
of Trustees ...
Complimentary remarks, clese ot sesslon 3459
Adjournment, special 3481

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
11 a.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION.

MEAT.
As to Exports to Malaya,

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON asked the Chief

Seeretary :
- [

On the 10th November the following
questions were submitted to the Premier:—

(1) Has the Premier's attention heen
drawn to the paragraph in the issue of

“The West Australian” dated the 8th No-
vember, dealing with a protest against re-



